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Advice to Poſterity, /- 


CONCERNING 


A Point of the laſt Importance. 
WHEREIN 
The Sus Rr is farther conſidered : 
Together with | 
Other Matters well worthy the Obſerva- 
tion of every Free-born Engliſhman. 
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Devr. XVI. 19. 


Thou ſhalt not tore jJuDcnenT : Thou ſhalt not reſpect Perſons ; nei- 
ther take a GieT: For a Gift doth blind the Eyes of the Wile, 
ani pervert the Words of the Righteous. 


Poteſtas Regis eſt Poteſtas Legis, poteſtas Juris non Injuriæ. 
BRAcr. de Leg. Ang. 
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ERRATUM, 
Page 38, Line 17, for giving, read gire. 


Aavice to Poſterity, &c. 
Pamphlet intitled Advice to - Poſterity 
concerning a Point of the laſt Impert- 


A ance, having met with a favourable 
Reception from the Public, I have been in- 
duced thereby, and out of a ſincere Love, and 
Concern for the H _—_ of Poſterity, to ſend 
this SR EL into the World, that they may 
be appriſed of ſome other Symptoms, by which 
they may with Certainty conclude Thoſe Glo- 
rious, and never to be reſigned Privileges of 
being heard before Ju p GES, holding their 
18 and Sacred Offices during the King's 
Life, or their own. Good Behaviour; and of 
being Tried, and Determined by a Jury of 
Twelve our Equals, in all Cauſes, rela- 
tive to Lie, Liberty, or Property; to be in 
no ſmall 1 1 


Theſe Symptoms, whenever a I 
vught to Rouze every ens hon 7 
bs _ 
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cite him to the Application of every Remedy, 
which the Wiſdom of our Fire alerr and 
our Excellent Conſtitution have put into his 
Hands. * 


Oteat and ineſtimable as theſe Privilggh 
are, and though the Contrivance and Re 

of the moſt conſummate Human Wiſdom ; 
yet ſtill, they are but the Contrivance and 
Reſult of Human Viſdom; and are, conſe- 
quently, fat from that Perfection, which 
would ſecure them from the Abuſe, to which 
they are liable, from deſigning and wigked 
Men. 1 2 * & 


The Wiſe and Good may Plant, and Nurſt 
up Fences for Liberty; but the Artful and 
Ambitious will ever labour to Pluck up, and 
Deſtroy them; wherein they will ſoon prove 
ſucceſsful, without a ſtrict, and never - faili 
Attention of the People upon Thoſe, in whoſe 
Hands the Conſtitutiom has lodged the Care, 
and Culture of them; and without a conſtant, 
and never-failing Oppoſition to, and Puniſh- 
ment of, ſuch Abandoned Wretches, who ſhall 
dare offer the leaſt Violence to them. 


_ *. To reap the full Benefit of theſe invalu⸗ 


able Privileges, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that 


Ju pos ſhould be, not only Perſons of Great 
Ability, and deeply Learned in the Laws ; 
but of a perfect Impartiality ; and of an Up- 


2 rigbineſi 
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rightneſs wholly incapable of Turning either 
to "th l Hand, or 2 the Left. 


* "Not i is it leſs neceſſary to keep a conſtantly 
watchful Eye over the ſeveral SHERIFFs of this 
KINO DO f, upon whoſe Integrity, and the 
falthful Diſcharge of their High Truſts, the 
Security of the Subject depends more, than it 
does upon the Ability and Integrity of the 
Jvvces: Since, to the Sheriff belongs the 
Impanelling of Jur1ts ; who being inveſt- 
ed, ' ſolely, with the Determination of all 
Cariſes referred to them; can, by Virtue of 
that Power, render the moſt Arbitrary and 

juſt Proceedings of a Ju DOE Abortive and 

Ness: Which a Jury fairly impanelled, 

und conſequently. compoſed of Honeſt and 
Senſible Men, would certainly do: Whereas 
a JuRY pack'd of Knaves, or Fools, or both, 
would be ſuſceptible of the moſt Infamous 
Dif#ates, and ready to accompliſh the moſt 
Iniquitous Schemes of a corrupt Villain, w—_ 
ed in Scarlet and Ermine. 


Thus then the Neceſſity appears of the 
moſt vigilant Attention to the Conduct of 
Thoſe, who are intruſted with the Manage- 
ment of theſe vaſt Privileges; as allo of ſe- 
verely puniſhing every Delinquent, whether 
Ju po, SHERIFF, or AGENT under them; 
who ſhall be detected, either in perverting 
Jus ick, or in being any wiſe inſtrumental 
in ſo baſe a Crime. B-2 And 


141 
And though theſe my Endeavours are de- 
ſigned for the Benefit of Poſterity, yet I can- 
not forbear, notwithſtanding the flouriſhing 
State of Virtue in this Age, and the ſhining 
Examples of Moderation, Impartiality, and In- 
tegrity, which at this Time adorn the Seats of 
Tuſiice; to recommend, even to my Cotem- 
aries, the ſame ſtrict Attention to the Con- 
act oF udges, fince within the Memory of 
many ſtill living, two Men, who had gained 
no Honour at the Bar, and were p cd » un- 
qualified for the Station, found means to creep 
up to and diſgrace the BEN cu. Of the Un- 
fitneſs of both theſe Gentlemen many Inſtances 
might be produced: I ſhall mention but one, 
which one of theſe grave Sages furniſhed, and 
which may divert as well as ſurprize the 
Reader, and convince him how neceſſary it is 
to keep a watchful Eye upon the Bench, in 
good as well as in bad Times. 


One Seſſions at the Old Baily, there hap- 
pened to be a much greater Number of Pri- 
ſoners to be tried than had been for many pre- 
ceding Seffions; the Number was ſo great, 
that though the Buſineſs of that Court was 
uſually finiſhed by Friday Night, or Saturday 
Noon, it was now believed by all, who were 
acquainted with the Proceedings there, that it 
was impoſſible to finiſh the Buſineſs depend- 
ing before Monday Night, or Tueſday Morn- 
ing. It was the Turn of this Judge to 4 

| the 


E 

che Lord Mayor at that Time, He had fixed 
Saturday for a Trip to his Country Houſe, 
with which the Duty of his Ofice, and the 
Buſineſs of the Public, unhappily interfered ; 
hereupon the Judge, reſolving the latter ſhould 
yield to his private Pleaſure, aſſerted the Pof- 
fibility of ending the Seſſions by Saturday be- 
fore Dinner. This Afertion, ſo contrary to 
the Opinions of all Intelligent People, drew 
on a Diſpute which ended in a Wager, be- 
tween the Judge and a Gentleman ſince dead, 
of two Gallons of Arrack, made into Punch, 
to be drank at ſome future Scſions. The next 
Morning, being Saturday, the Judge, deter- 
mined to win the Arrack, came early into 
Court, which the multitude of Buſineſs ſoon 
cauſed to be exceedingly thronged ; where 
our Adventurer behaved in ſo gro/s and ſhame- 
ful a Manner, that every one preſent ſtood 
aſtoniſhed and thunderſtrack. The Wretch 
indeed heard the Charges againſt the Pri/oners, 
but hurried through ſuch Evidence as he was 
pleaſed to permit, with ſo much Precipitati 

and acted, in all Reſpects, ſo impatiently — 
arbitrarily, that by Eleven of the Clock he 
had made ſuch a Progreſs, that few Cauſes 
were left to be tried by the two Judges who 
aſcended the Bench about that Time; fo few, 
that though they proceeded with all the Tem- 
per and Equity becoming the Dignity of their 
Office, the Sefſions was concluded before Din- 
ner; and the Victerious Ju p retired to his 


Coun- 


. 
Country Seat in Trinmph over his van 
Adverfary. The other Junges, during the 
lift Cauſe or two which he tried, fat amazed 
and confounded for the Honour of the Lats 
and their own Venerable Bench; and one of 
the Judges in particular, when a Gentleman 
approached him to acquaint him with the 
Matneful Cauſe of a Behaviour ſo unwar rant 
able, firſt accoſted the Gentleman, ſaying, Sir, 
J am ſute this Behaviour of my Brother givts 
4 you the utmoſt Concern ;” to which he re- 
plicd, te Indeed it does; you do not know the 
Cauſe of it—he has laid two Gallons of Ar- 
| rack that he will finiſh before Dinner. - 
| 0 come to acquaint you with it, that you may 
1 te take the Cauſes out of his Hands; which 
that truly worthy Fudge immediately did. 


Il beg Pardon for this long Story, which 1 
mould have omitted, if it did not prove be- 
yond Contradiction, Firſt, The 2 that 
Perſons in all Reſpects ungualiſied and unwor- 
by may find means, even in the very beſt of 
Times (ſuch as the Preſent undoubtedly are) 
to be raiſed to the Seats of Juſtice. Second- 
ly, The great Inconveniencies accruing to the 
Public from the Elevation of ſuch Men to that 
bigh Station: For not only in the Caſe before 
us, wherein, through the Wiſdom and Cau- 
tion of an excellent Jury, the Innocent were 
1 yet the Guilty eſcaped, the Priſoners 
eing all acquitted; whilſt the — | 
1 their 


LY 


. 
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EST 
len Goods for want of Convictions 
where no honeſt Jury could find ba 
2 erdict againſt the Priſoners, becauſe the i 
neſſes on each Side were almoſt unheard 1400 | 
examined. But perhaps the Witneſſes. on 
2th 5 12 qo! yFarMeRs and TRADgs- 
e 2 fore not credible Witneſſes, 
Di, We, the Judge was a ig 
fag A2 1 and expeditious W 2 of ng 
10g he unhappy Perſons, who, for capits 
Times, ſtood at the Bar of Juſtice upon Li fe 
or. Death h.—But tO proceed, - fay, the Ele e 
ation of ſuch, mean Creatures. to the Bench, 
1 not Fly, the Inconveniences ahove 
Mentioned, put likewiſe the great Danger to 
every Species of Property, to Liter, and t 
the Lives of the greateſt Men, 2 the 10 
Friends to their Country. For can any Man 
of common 75 imagine, that ſo abject 
Slave to his ons, who is capable of facri- 
7 the 1 —9— d Properties of his Felhyu 
Creatures with, fe Salt” af an Hand, and 
for fo poor a Trifle as a Bowl of Punch, woulc 
not, for a Conſideration ſuitable to the Service. 
oblige a vindictive Miniſter with the Blood of 
a Lord Ruſſe] or an Algernon Sydney, or an 
one ſuch as thoſe Worthres were, who, for 
the Entrance of the Normans, maintained the 
Cauſe of Liberty down to the Revolution. Oh 
that I could in theſe our Days add to the long 
and glorious Catalogue the Names of many 
more | but I fear, virtuous as the preſent Age 


ts. 
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is, few, very few modern Patriots are th be 
found of Merit ſufficient to intitle them to a 
Rank amongſt thoſe illuſtrious Examples. 


Once indeed we boaſted of one, who 
acting for many Years upon the Principles of 
thoſe great Men, had not only opened to his 
Country a Proſpect more delightful than it 
had for a long Time beheld ; but had raiſed 
himſelf to a Pitch of Reputation, Power, and 
Greatneſs, which placed him beyond the Reach 
of Injuſtice, But unhappily for himſelf and 
the Nation, the poor Man, by what Fatality 
or what Infatuation I cannot ſay, very oblige 4 
ingty gratified the then Miniſtry by laying vio- 
lent Hands upon, and deſtroying himſelf ' 


As for thoſe other little unſteady Dabblers in 
Patriotiſm, who for a while tottering along 
the narrow Path of Virtue, fell into the Mire 
of Corruption; they lie ſecure, ſunk in the 
Contempt of their Country, beneath the Re- 
ſentment or Notice even of N— or Fo—. 


I beg Pardon for this Digreſſion, and return 
to the Subject. 


From what has been ſaid, the Poſſibility 
that the moſt ungualified and unworthy Man, 
may, in the beſt Times, obtain the high and 
important Office of a Judge, is evident; ſince 


we ourſelyes have ſeen two ſuch deſpicable 
Wretches, | 


2 
Wretches, for many, Years trampling upon 
Law, Equity, and Mercy, ſcattering: Oppreſ- 
fin, : Jjuſtice,' and Terror over the Land, till 
it pleaſed Providence do d delves te bs Metin by 
their Deaths. s. | 


What Havock a time-ſerving, venal, flaviſh, 
zytiinpieal, - blood-thirfty, Judge, may. make 
With the Lives, Iiiberties, and Properties. ot a 
tree Praple, we fully learn from the Annajs 
of, the laſt Century. ; Where we find Twelve 
Jepgesduch Graceleſß Proftitutgs, that contraty 
to the E undamental Laus, and Conflitutions 
of the Kingdom, They adjudged i it. to be the 

gative of the Grown to raiſe Money upon 
ne without Conſent of Parliament,; 
ch Graceleſs Proſtitutes, that they adjudged 
3 — Impriſonment of the Subject 
during Pleaſure, and denying him his undoubt- 
xd cPirzuifege of clearing his Innocence, (it he 
e£6nlf) to. he Legal, and Warrantable ; Such 
Graceleſs Proſtitutes, that they adjudged all 
tbe rceſſtue Fines; and all the Oppreſſive and 
gal Ptoceedipgs of the Migh-Commuſſion 
55 the Coney n card and Star-Chamber, 
be Legal: arrantable. The Lord 
How Finch, who * hes Lord Chief Juſtice 
oflithe;Commor) Pleas, ! had been, the Ares 
Fal Adviſer, and Actor in all Iyvaſons of the 
Subjects Rights; audacipaſly deglared, *© upon 
$a \Demurrer put in _to,'a Bill. before him, 
$ which had no other N in it than an 
„„ Order 


4 In the Annals of the 11 Centur 


[16] 
% Order of the Lords of the Council; That 


by whilſt he was Keeper no Man ſhould be ſo 


46 Sawcy as to Di 15 e thoſe Orders, but that 
« the Wiſdoiiof that Board ſhould be always 
* Ground 2 for him to make a Decree in 


i Chancery w_ 


In the Annals of the laſt Colley we e like» 
vile learn, How thoſe Great, and Illuſtrious 
Perſonages the Lord RussELL, and ALGERNON 
SvDN Ex, fell Victims to the Violence of the 
Times. Both of them being Legally, yet 
'Unfairly Tried before Unjuſt JupGes, Con- 
victed by Packt Juris; " Pack by Court- 
Sheriffs ; all Gentlemen of Figuze and Foꝛ- 
tune; and Convicted upon moſt Infamous 


Evidences (to be ſure) Gentlemen of Figuzt 


and Foꝛtune, fince they were Evidences fot 
the Crown; and at laſt Executed, contrary 
to the Intention and in manifeſt Violation of 
[the Laws of their Country; made, and 8 8 
ſigned for the Protection of the Subject. It 

was the Fate of the Great Svpyꝝx to receive 
Sentence of Death, at the Black Tribunal of 
that Monſter of Servility, Venalicy, and CrueÞ- 


Y, The Lord Chi ef = 4, nog * "el O1 


we He. 
wiſe learn, What a Deluge of Blood over- 
Aowed ihe Land; Multitudes being ſacrificed 
t the Rage of Pater, atid falli 


by the 
as 051 i fi vu’ % on Lf cfs, 


en s Hiſt, .. 


. 


(xg +7); 

Mercileſs, and Bloody, Hand of the ſame 
Iniquitous Jupox, aſſiſted in his Tyranni- 
cal Proceedings, by Raſcally Sheriffs, Packt - 
Juries, Infamous Witneſſes, all GeNTLEMEN 
of F Aae and Foztune: Friends every where 
bewailing their Friends, Parents their Children, 
Children their Parents, Wives their Huſbands; 
and the whole Kingdom, departing Liberty. 


Pages might be employed in Animadver- 
ſions upon the Conduct of TxESsIL IAN, and 
the other impious Jupoꝝs in the Reign of 
Richard the Second; whom they declared to 
be above the Laws. Which pernicious Coun- 
cil had no ſmall Share in the Deſerved Fate of 


that Wicked PRINCE, 


U 


But what has been offered, concerning the 
Jupers of the laſt Century, is (I believe) 
ſufficient to convince the People of England of 
the abſolute Neceſſity of keeping a conſtant, 

ſteady Eye upon the Bench of JusTIce, at all 
Times; in Good, as well as Bad: Since we 

ſee, in the firſt Inſtances which I have given; 
; What great Inconveniences, and Damages ac- 
crued to the People (even in Our happy Times) 
from the Exerciſe of Judicial Authority by 


Men, in all Reſpects, unqualified, and im- 
. proper for that Higb, and Important Truſt: 


And from the Other Inſtances, we cannot but 


obſerve, with Horror, what Devaſtation was 
made of Property ; and with how untelenting 


C 2 an 
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an Hand the Lives, and Liberfies of the . 


elt were invaded, and W uin! 


Thing faid 1 N in General; Tal 
addreſs myſelf. in the remaining. Part of thee 
Sheets, intirely to Poſterity : To whom, I 
owe the ſame Tender, and Generous Concern, 
which our 'Fore-fathers felt for us.” I ſhall 
therefore, firſt, point out ſome of the moſt 

naterial Symptoms, which, (if ever they 
ſhould happen) ſucceeding Generations ma ; 
upon tov ſtrong Grounds, ſuſpect, the Ineſi- 
mahle Privileges before mentioned to be i in im- 
minent Danger. | | | 


And ſecondly, I ſhall propoſe to them woch 


Legal, and Conſtitutional Remedies ; which, 
if Timely applied; will, by the Bleffing of Al 
mug ty Gop upon their Virtuous — ; 
effectually ſecure to thein the {aid Privilegts, 
and all the Rights, and [iberties, to which 
they will be intitled as Men; and N 
as Engliſhmen.” 


But firſt, I Sen ai a ſtrict Atientin' to 
the Bar, (the Seminary of the Ju pors) is as 
neceſſary to be had, as to the Bench. For if 
at any Time you hall diſcern at the Bar, a 
Forward, Bold, Enterprizing Man, without Ho- 
nour, without Conſcience, without Humanity, 
and without any one Virtuous, or Social Prin- 
_ tiple, to be particularly taken Notice of, and 
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the King of France; Now, for, the King of 
Spain; Now, for every :Petty, Inſigniſicant, 
Penurious, Starving G P. I ſay, 
vhenever you ſhall fee fuch an abandoned Tool 
ſo ruiſed, and ſo demeaning himſelf; you will 
have but too ſtrong Grounds to Yuſpe?, that 
the Wretch, thus countenanced, is defigned for 
a Seat amongſt your Ju bos; there to be em- 
ployed in a Service 9fpgf4te to the Intereſt of 
the People, and perhaps Deſtructive of all their 
Fut RicuTs. Certainly, Poſterity! you 
' ought to be particularly watchful of ſuch an 
One, and by an early Application to the Crown, 
in the Infancy of his Greatneſs; prevent (if 
poſſible) the Miſchief He may do in Poſts in- 
ferior to that of a Jupdx. 


Conſider only, What an Influence an 
ArToRNREY- GENERAL has: Not to enter into 
all the Particulars of his Office; I ſhall only 
mention one Branch, hy which he may clog 
e 


[24] 


the Wheels of Juſtice, greatly to the Prejudico 


of the Subject. Suppoſe a worthleſs Fellow 
ſetting out in the World, without five Pounds 
in his Pocket; and by Forgery, Extortion, 
and Uſury, acquiring a conſiderable Eſtate, 
ſufficient to entitle him to the Style of a GEx- 
TLEMAN of F{glze and F0ztune ; Suppoſe 
this Peſt of Society, this Forger, this Extor- 
tioner and Uſurer, to be openly, and clearly 
detected in a Forgery; a Bill of Indictment 
found againſt him by a GRAND Juxy ; and 
full Evidence of the Fact, ready to be 
ed upon his Trial: We all know, that the 
Attorney-General is, (for the Good of the Sub- 
ject) inveſted with a Power of putting a Stop 
to all Proceedings in Caſes of this Nature, by 
granting a Ceſut Proceſſus, or a Noli Proſequt ; 
which Power, annexed to the Office of At- 
forney-General, may be juſtly deemed a Prero- 
ative of the Crown ; ſince the whole Execu- 
tive Power of the Laws, is lodged in the Crown. 
But the Multiplicity of Buſineſs, ariſing from 
the due Diſcharge of the whole Executive 
Power, being much too great for, and being 
impoſſible to be diſcharged, by any one Man; 
ſeveral Offices are erected, and Officers are 
appointed under the Crown, for the more eaſy, 
and expeditious Diſpatch of NaTionar AF- 
FAIRS; to which Offers, many of the Royal 
Powers are delegated ; which Royal Powers 
when reſerved in the Hands of the Crown, are 
called Prerogatives; and when delegated to 


others, 
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others, are called Powers. 1 have g given this 
Definition, becauſe I ſhall treat he Powers 
here ſpoken of in the Light of a Prerogative 
of the Crown hereafter. But why is the Crown 
inveſted: with this - Prerogative ? and why is 
this Power delegated to the Attorney-General, 
of granting a Ce ſat Proceſſus, or Noli ; Proſequi, 
in'the abovementioned . Becauſe the 
unſtitution wiſely — a Poſſibility of fri- 
volous, vexatious, and malicious Proſecutions 
or favourable Circumſtances in ſome Caſes, ren- 
deting Perſons proſecuted Objects worthy of 

the Royal Mercy, and Protection. To diſ- 
courage ſuch kin of Proſecutions; ; andto leave, 
for proper Objects, an open Aſylum in the 
Royal Breaſt, the Conſtitution found it expe- 
dient to lodge this Prerogative in the Crown, 
or Power in the Attorney-General : Never in- 
tending it ſhould be uſed as a Seen for the 
Atrocious Villain, and an Oppreſſion to the In- 
Jured. Wherefore an Attorney-General, ought 
in no Caſe to grant a Ceſſat Proceſſus or a Nl 
Prqaſegui; but in ſuch, where he is in his Con- 
ſeience convinced, that the Proſecution is 
within the above Deſcription; and within the 
true Spirit and Intention of the Conſtitution; 
which inveſts the Crown with this Great 
Ig or 2 with this Great Power. 


But if, notwithſtanding this, He ſhall, from 
any. ſecret Motive, be induced ſo ſhamefully to 
ge and abuſe this delegated Preregati ve, 


or 


deadings againſt one of a indt infa 
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neſs he is upon 
wilt have aHHuumple 


L 46 
er Ppuer abnexdl to his Qffice; 28 to grata 
Ceffat Proct ſſus or Noli Pri to ſtap Pro- 
Chat 
racter for a plating F Ahereim no D⁰ỹ 
favourable Gifburimtancr Hall appear tb 
à Noli * cheny: Dfay; that the Aru 

-General,\ who Wall de that vile Thing, 
will, insthe Execution vf his Office, be guilty 
ef an High Crime:and Miiegictimor.; and gue 
the ſtr men of h awogreat Naoki 
Bieud to ie his Talerit 
* e St be n rA or 

a ano No bai dt venue? 

eo beavetoalk,: Which of 
d:Gethe.greatelt Criminal, tir 

— er hisi Semper?) That $9ib:waulkdobe 
deteſtable Wretches, is moſt rertain: ut 
which: would have che Prel eminence in — 


Ne eee N 
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Thus, J fee; hou? Adil 
Af a * on 5 des of ne — — 
Prigeiple „mah as — > din Fu 
— to thoſe vf a FudiciotoNarute : in 
u may ſ o ¹¹ỹάnuͥc an Mf f Poteruin 
un i torncy-Gunsral, as dnedmddubred Siri 
tom of Danger iche ieumble Pri pil 
which are the Subjects of this SEQUEL. For, 
af JupergidecuivetafFfuwe day FalfefLA f- 


ſertions in Points: v Law ;. vor by. N Im 


W cofothe Laws; or by a parti 


Exami- 


(wr) 
Examination of Witneſſes; or b 0 

in ſumming up, ſuch Parts of the 2 
as would turn the Scale of Juſtice againſt the 
Party, which he ſhall, by corrupt Paſ- 


. — — If alſo a Sberi 
a JURY of Hoon and Fools to 2 


aper te with ſuch a Jupce, in his Mal-Prac- 
tices againſt the People, an Attorney-General 
can. do more thari "al this; ſince, by Virtue 
of a Ceſſat Proceſſus or a Noli Proſeg ui, he 
can deprive the injured Subject of a fair Trial 
before upright Ju poxs, and by an honeſt 
Jury ; in Conſequence whereof, he muſt 
oan on, without Remedy, under the Op 

ons and Violences of him, who ſhall 
Money or Preferments ſufficient to ſecure — 
F Beulhip of that Great Officer. | 


You ſee then, Poſterity / the abſolute No- 
ceſſity you will in loch Caſs be under, by a 
proper Application, not only to keep lach 
abandoned Men from the Bench; but likewiſe 
to re their Diſmiſſion from any other 
High Poſt, wherein there is an extenſive Power 
of doing Miſchief, And the Neceflity of ſuch 
Application will more abundantly appear, if 
you conſider, that this Power of granting a 
Ceſſat Proceſſus, or Noli Pro 1% is not con 
fined to Caſes between Subject and Subject; 
but may be extended to Caſes — to Pro- 
22. between the Crown and the Subjeck. 


Vs þ ag any 8 — 2 
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covet pour Vineyard, and take Poſſeflion of 
it, before the Courts of Juſtice, are ſufficiently 
Sir and madel/ed into a''Courtly Form, 

are to the evil Deſigns! of thoſe,” wh 
would without Scruple invade” your Libertizs, 
and fwallow!'your Properties; you may, by 
an unconſtitutional Exertion of this Prerogatine 
of the Crown, or Power of the Artorneys 
General, be totally deprived: of the Benefit of 
the Noble and 22 Privilege of obtaining 
Nes, in the Courts of Law by an Indit#- 
| nent, to be decided before 'JupaGes, holdin 
their Offices during the- King's Life, or thei 
good Behaviour, and by LI T unn 
2 ſenſible OY oy IS. „ 0 wa 
I ho pe, Poſterity 7 you will. enjoy this an 
OT Privilege uninterrupted by an uncon- 
ſtitutional and undue Exertion of this vaſt 
Pretogative, or Power of granting a — 
Proceſſus or Noli 2 ain chüs Globe 
bei conſumed in the ation. 
— that you may ſo Nane exhort, let 
me conjure you] by all the: Honour you will 
dior to the Memories of your Great Forefathers, 
who ſo obſtinately droggted, and ſo valiantly 
— — for Biberty, that you might be Free 
; by your Sos Intereſt and Feli- 
5 by the Love, Concorn, and Duty, which 


you wil cave'to thole, 'who Mall from Time 

$0 Time be deſoended from you; and, above 

wn _ W yo will ow? to Almighty 
GOD, 


29 1 


GOD, for the: u able Bleſſing of Lit 
berty, hen the Nations round you (groan 


under Slavery; to exert yourſelves upon the 
firſt im r Exerciſe of this Preragative or 
Power, which, if indulged without Notice, 
will, moſt ly, prove fatal to thoſe 


Rights, which are the Handeln of all your 


other Rights and Liberties; which, if you 
noglect to do, ho Man will de able to: live a 
ſingle Moment in Security. For, if à rich, 
infamquid Sharper, who, by Tricking, Chent- 
ing and Forgery, ſhall become a GENTLEMAN 
oftF igure and | 'Foztune; can but make an 
ifornty-Generdl his Friend, he may pr 

triamphantly' in his Villainies, ſecure of a 
Geffat-Proceſſus or a Noli Praſequi to ſtep in 


between him and the Gibbet. So that, in all 


Cauſes between Subject and Subject (wherein 
the injvrell Perſon 1s obliged to have recourſe 
to an Indiffment, in order to obtain Juſtice 
ypon the Aggreſſor) Fraud, Furgery and Ra- 
pine will be let looſe upon the People, unable 
to help themſelves; except in ſuch Caſes 


(which-can ſeldom happen) wherein the Per- 
ſon injured; ſhiall have a longer Purſe than he 


who injures him. But this abomingble Prac- 
tice, of Selling Juſtice, ſavours too much of a 
Turkt/h Government (L hope) ver to be Sauen 
tehineed Archi g 3 mit ©2117 ane 


"Theſe ads Sabine Ae 0 
which the Wr or Powers of 9 
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1 
Proceſſus and Noli Proſequi, in all Cauſes be- 
tween Subject and Subject, are liable. Yet 
Great and Terrible as they appear, they are 
m 


not comparable to thoſe which may enſue, 
upon an unconſtitutional and undue Exertion 


of them, in Cauſes relative to Property between 
the Crown and the Subject. 4 


| For, in the Ark Inſtance, by a * 

tion to the Crown, or even to the Ad- 
roiniſtration, i in good or in (tolerable Times; a 
Ceſat Proceſſus, or a Noli Proſequi, impro- 
perly granted, may be recalled, and the Ar. 
forney- Genera diſmiſſed for his ill Behaviour 
in his Office; and the injured Perſon left in 


Poſſeflion of the Full Benefit of his RY 
at Law, 


J 


But, in the laſt e he would be with- 
out any Remedy, except an Application to 
the Legiſlature; and, without their Afiſtance, 
he would be abſolutely deprived of his un- 
doubted Right of bringing his Cauſe into the 
Courts of Law by Indi&ment, to be deter- 
mined before the Jupexs by a Jury ; where, 
and in which Manner, all Cauſes that are 
brought to an Iſſue, in this happy Land, muſt 
be heard and determined ; faving ſuch as are 
determined in Chancery, where the Great Mi- 
niſters of Juſtice are accountable for their 
Conduct; and faving Appeals to the Houſe of 


Lords, whoſe Deciſions have ever been, and, 


L211 
Yam perſuaded, ever will be, conformable ta 
the ſtricteſt Honour and Equity. 2 1 04 


But before 1 diſmiſs this Point, I cannot 
forbear recommending one Poſſibility more to 
your moſt careful Obſervation, by which you 
may know the Unfitneſs of a Man for the 
High Office of a Jupoꝝ. What I recommend 
to your moſt careful Obſervation, is ſo far re- 
moved from a Probability of ever happening, 
that there is but a bare Poſſibility of it: How- 
ever, that bare Poſſibility is a ſufficient Motive 


and Juſtification to me, for putting you alla 
your frongeft Guard. 1 


Obſerve therefore, moſt attentively obſerve, 
whether thoſe who are Council for the Crown 
againſt the Subje# in a Cauſe, and in which 
Cauſe, perhaps, the Jupcs, the Jury, and 
the WiIrNESssES, ſhall be all Gentlemen of 
Figure and Foztune, dependant and ex- 
nt upon the 7; in order to ſoften the 
injured Subject, and, as much as poſſible, to 
all him, and all, whoſe Ears his Caſe ſhall 
reach, with the meer Form of a Trial; and 
make him (and all whom it may concern, and 
it will concern all) Eaſy under the Hardſhips. 
he may receive from ſuch a Judicature; ſhall, 
wantonly and impudently boaſt i in open Court, 
and in the Face of the Sun, as it were a 
great and extraordinary Act of Grace and Fa- 


vour in the Prince, who ſhall then reign, to 
ſuffer 


; \ \ 


0 22 1 
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to be brought into a Court of Law)] there 


be determined hy a fair Trial (as he may call 


of his Atfor- 
Of that 


When, Wich the wet 855 
ey General, Or. Wich a D 
Pen, he tri am e an Proceed 
The Man Mo . — — 
repreſent this au n Greur and Eurruortlinutyß 
AN Uf Grete. uni Havohr, muſt cbrtainly bea 
Deſerndunt of the 'Maſtrious Family ef the 
ahem d Onmtenanices. © For this would 
be to fay; that the King may ſciæe the Pr 
i oF the Suhybcyg and if (to pave the Wares 
the Recovery of his Riglit) he ſhould indict 
one, or more of the Perſons. e — 
r — __ ny Violence 
dlible/;the' King may; by 1850 Fr 
an aide End to + ax at 4) 712 
W „nine S985 A fl} eqs: 10 
But let us Abe ls Bold und Impudect 
Toßtien mote narrowiy. OT 265 T1 BYE 
1.08779 01 RÞD1I0 0M; eee £1020 2900] 
Would not this be, in ec, bang vpe 
5 7 Pbwer- Would hot fach an uncot- 
tttional Exerffoff'of this Prerogarive of the 
er, of Power of the Act 
teud to deſtro al Law and Faſſire; and ex. 
poſe the "Properties, if nor the Lives of the 
People, to th Will and Pleaſure of 
the Wg Lm Mis Cafe, *Rvfians would 
— wailth#; to ſelze the 22 of the. 
jth and to Poſſeſſien of it by Forte 


rr and 
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anch Hindus! n T han erp — 
whole Nation, would he 
of the Crown, = the People of fi 
land would be, not the Subjects, but the s | 
of their Kinga — A Condition ſo Warn 
Vili, your-Vistuous and VTalliam Forefathers 
and abhorred; and therefore, to aveid 
itz they waded ſome fe Intermiſſtons) 
i Hlood, from the Days of the firſt Wen, 
__ to FG REC of that Name. 
| 191 03 ©, i ds! wy 
= let us futhivenquie,; With would bb; 
bai whas ———— and Ex- 
traordi Grace an of not 
this Pr Procog or Power, ifi a Ca — 
to: Property, dependin between the Crown 
aud the N and g che Law to'take 
een? n 1 „Ilie 1 
WW 112113 bau 01 Ani 
— - What 7 would the not aeg this val 
tive, or Power, inveſtedy for the 8e. 
curity, Peace and ineſs 6: the SubjeDF, 
and for theſe ſes only, and for no other, 
be ſuch a Great and Extraordinary Act of 
Grate and Favour ?- Would not the 
tutional Exertion of this Prenogdtivr or Power, 
be rather a Breath of the Royal N, and of 
the '(Cormation Oath? An Act of Injuſtice 
ef Violence of Oppreſfion and of Fyrarnyt 
Would not ſuch à Deed be an Infrinpemiet 
of Magna Charta, of the Bill of Rights;" 
ehe AF of Settlement ? or at leaſt, quied 
* | Contrary 


. 
contrary to the True Spirit and Meaning 
thoſe Eſſential and Fundamental Laws; which 
ought, like the Laws of the Medes and Per- 
fam, not to alter? Had ſuch a Compliment 
been made by the Sycophants of Rome to 
Caligula or Nero, they would have bluſhed at 
Flattery ſo abſurd, groſs and fulſom. Would 
it be ſuch a Great and Extraordinary Act of 
Grace and Fauour, for any one of the limited, 
circumſcribed, tied down Monarchs of this 
Free Nation, to refrain from ſuch a ſhameful 
Abuſe of Power; as an Abſolute Prince, en- 
aww * a ſingle Grain of Goodneſs, could 

ail upon himſelf to commit amongſt 
his Slaves duch a ſhameful Abuſe of Power, 
= was never practiſed, nor attempted by the 
Worſt of the Engliſh Tyrants, whom your 
Forefathers wiſely — julliy Depoſed, for dar- 
ing to invade their other Rights and Liberties. 
Good Heaven! what kind of Heart muſt in- 
habit the Breaſt of that unnatural Monſter, 
whoſe unparallel'd Wickedneſs is capable ſo 
much as to ſuggeſt, that to ſuffer the Subject 
to proſecute — Agents of the Crown in the 
Courts of Law, in order to recover his Right, 
and proceed to a Trial, which is his undoubt- 
ed Privilege, derived to him from his Saxon 
Anceſtors, and not, to endeavour to ſtop all 
Proceedings at Law by a Noli Proſequi, is a 
Great and nnn Act of * and 
Favour? 
But 5 


of 
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But I cannot yet diſmiſs this Pretty Poſitions» 
Give me leave then to aſſe, Whether Princes,” 

even the : moſt} abſolute, .can»abu@ any one 
Royal Prurogatiur or Power, withaut violating 
both the Lau if. Gobi and: Nature? If — 
cannot; then the not abuſing any one Prerp-> 
gative or Power,»-canndt be: deemed a Great: 
and Extraordinary Act of Grace and Fa- 
Vour.,' mon: cn mona) uh 


Firſt, by the Laws of Go, they are ftrily 
obliged to treat their People with all imagina- 
ble  Tenderneſs and Humanity; to protect 
them from all Wrong and Injury, and to pro- 
mote, upon all Occaſions, to the utmoſt of 
their Power and Ability, their Welfare. That 
_ is the Lawof Gop, is evident from ſeve- 
tal Paſſages in Holy Mrit; eſpecially in the 
New Teſtament; . St Paul, in the xiii* 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, directing 
his Diſciples to by * ſubjeR- to the Higher 
Powers ordained by God ;” : deſcribes, thoſe 
Poyers, limits their Auchority, and thereby 
limits the Subjection to them. For in the 3d, 
Ath, 5th, 6th, and 7th Verſes, he fays, * Rulers 
ate not a Tertor to good Works, but to 
„u evil. Wilt chou then not be afraid of the 
* Power? Do that which is Good, and 
thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame. For 
* he is che Miniſter of God to thee for Good. 
But if thou doſt that which is Evil, bs 
afraid; for he beareth 1 the Sword in 7 2 
1011 or 


[ 26J |. 

4, For he is the Miniſter of, Gon, 4 Rruenger, 
tc to execute Wrath him that doth Evil. 
te MWherefote — be ſubject, not 
only for Wrath but Conſcience-fake.. For 
<< this Cauſe pay ye Tribute alſo: for they are 

S Gop's Minifters attending continually: on 

„ this very Nender therefore to all 
«their Dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is; 
«, due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear. 

« whom buns nen to 2 H onour.” 

Vine 0 96 190! N 
- Firſt then, lde the Deſcription of the Hi gbr 
Powers, It is Generel; by vohich is 00:6 wk 
; — the Rulers or Governorsof a Nation's 
a Maris 'be firs,” but not Kings only; but alſo 
giſtrate: who poſſeſs Authority; he- 
. — be Supreme or Deriuative, "Delegated 
of Bubordinate. * So that under this General 
Deſeription, and by the Imunction of the 
Apoftls; the meaneſt executive Officer of a 
4. State, is as much intitled to the Subjection 
of the Prepie to the Piers" annexed to his 
Office, as the firſt Magiſtrate; let his Style 
Title: be King, or whatever elſe it will t 
And by this Law of Gop;; delivered. by this 
TR Penman, the People of England are 
Bly bound to pay Obedience to tlie 
— the Petty Gee as to thoſe of 
Bec Sovereign. So that it is plan, that by this 
— of the Higher "Bpwors, and tlie 
posen of Subjection to them Gob, the 
Sgt Source and Fountain df all Pober, does 


not 
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not eroct, nor authorize an Abſolute, Deſpotic, - 
Arbritrary, and Irreſiſtable Power in ou Gs. 
of doing Miſchief, And that this is the true 
Senſe and Meaning of the Apoſtle, is farther, 


— from the 1 1255 Verſe of the 3d Chapter 
Epiſtle to Titus, viz. Put them in 


10 pow oc bo ſubject to Fanfare and 
* Powrks, and to obey MadisrzAr EGS.“ 
Which is ſo plain a an Interpretation of St Paul's 5 
Meaning, that it needs no farther Comment. 
And St Peter intirely agrees with St Paul, not 
only in his Deſcription of the Higber Pee 
hut in his Limitations to their Authgrity, theres, 
by limiting the Subjection to them; * Sub- 
mit yourſelves, (ays he) to every Ordi 
« of. Man,” (not only .to every Ordinance 
Kings, but to every Ordinance of Man in Ge- 
neral) © for Gop's Sake; whether it be to the 
6b Kino as SUPREME, or unto GOVERNORS as 
t ſent by him; (for, what 2 ?) for the 
« Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe, 
of them that do well.“ iſt Epiſt. of St, 
Peter, Chapter id, Verſes 13 and 14. Which 
brings me back to the xii® ee of the 
Rewang which, | 1 


- Second, Limits the Authority of the Higher, 
Powers or Rulers; and, conſequently, the, 
dubjection to them, by ſayi ying, ©. RULERS are, 
not a Terror to good Works, but to the, 

Evil,“ (that is, Rulers are not authorized by 
Gon, of whom is all Power, ſays, the 2d, 
E 2 * « Verſe, 
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Verſe, t 0 iſh, injure or moleſt, Inndeent 
ahd 3 rſons; but are to puniſh Thoſe 
. only, who break: the Laws of Gop and their 
Country.) „ Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
te the POwWwER 15 (afraid of what Power? of 
that of the'Magi/trate, whom Gon, the great 
and univerſal 1225 g. has authorized to puniſh 
thee for thy evil Actions.) % dg that which is 
# Good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of 'the 
« fame: (Praife, of whom? of the Magi/trate, 
whoſe Duty it 1s, to encourage Virtue as much 
as it is to puniſh Evil.) For he is the Mi- 
* niſter of Gop to — for Good.“ (That is, 
to do the itinocent and honeſt Man Good, by 
defending, and protecting him from all man- 
ner of Injury, either to his Life, Liberty or 
Property; and by rewarding him for his good 
Actions. ) « gRut if thou doſt Evil, be afraid; 
* for he beareth not the Sword in vain; for 
he is the Miniſter of Gop, a Revenger, to 
te execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil; 
(and therefore will certainly puniſh ſuch.) 
© Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not 
« only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience- 
* fake. For, for this Cauſe pay ye Tribute 
* alſo, for they are Gop's Miniſters, attend- 
ing continually on this very Thing: . (What 
very Thing? The Security, Beneßt, Welfare 
and Happineſi of the People, committed by 
Go tò their Charge.) * Render therefore, to 
KCl their Dues,” (that is, to Kings, and to 
al Megifrates and Cabernet, their: Dues.) 
Tribute 
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ic ribute to whom | Tribute is due; Cuſtom - 
te to whom Cuſtom ;” (that is, all Taxes and 
Impoſitions, laid and levied upon the Subjects, 
for their Defence, Support- and Benefit, and 
for theſe Purpoſes only;) Fear to wham 
1 L Peary ar OR! whom Honour.” 721 


8 FE is then con from the Sint chat all 
Powers are from Go; and that all the Powers 
delegated to Kings, Governors, and Magiſtrates, 
are Limited, not Abſolute; and committed to 
them only to promote the Good and Felicity 
of the People, whom they Govern. And if 
this be fo, as it undoubtedly i is, then the firſt 
Part of the Axiom I lay down is proved; 
% That Princes, even the moſt Abſolute, can- 
not abuſe any one Prerogative or Power, 
* (which they would do, who ſhould exert 
te any one Prerogative or Power, committed 
eto them for the Good of the People, to their 
«© Ruin or Prejudice) without Violating tho 
* Laws of Goh.“ DJ: 


And as to the ſecond Part of the Axiom, 
VIZ. That they cannot do ſo without Violat- 
ing the Laws of Nature; it being almoſt a 
evident Propoſition, I ſhall only fay, that 
Princes, being made of the ſame Material as 
vther Men are, muſt, in the Natural State of 
Mankind, be conſidered: i in the ſame Relation 
to other Men, as they all ſtand in towards one 
another ; ; and therefore, ſeparately, and ex- 
| cluſively 
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cluſively of all Civil Appointmients and Iuſti- 
tutions, Princes are equally with other Men 
obliged, and bound by the fame Low of Nan! 
ture: From which Law of Nature they can 
plead no Exemption, by virtue of any Powers! 
derived from G0 D; all thoſe Powers 'beipg» 
limited and confined to Acts of Mercy, Hu- 
manity, Goodneſs, and Juſtice. | New, the 
Law of Nature obliges, and binds all Men to 
do all the Good they can to each other, and 
prohibits them from offering the leaſt Injury : 
to any one: Which Law of Nature is con- 
firmed and enforced by the expteſs Lau of, 
GOD, which injoins bs To love our Ene- 

mies; to bleſs them that curſe us; to do 
— to them that hate us; and to pray 
<< for them which deſpitefully uſe us, and = 
8. e Matt. v. 44. "And | wile) : 


0. To 4 to other Men all T hings —_— 
* ver we would they ſhould r unto us. 
Matt. vii. 12. t E 324 


This being ſo, the ſecond Part of the Axiom 
Tay down is proved, via. That Princes, even 
the moſt Abſolute, cannot abuſe any one Pre- 
rogative or Power, (which they would do, 
who ſhould exert either that were committed 
to them for the Good of the People, to their 
Ruin or Prejudice) P nn the Lau 
of en | 47 


N : | : 
7 a - * « » o 
0 4 » - 
* 
— 540. . 


ad 


ni eworl f TL 1 
nber hheiule Prince ak abaſe — 
ative; or Power, without violating the 

Ewe of 60D and Nature, d for tiori, no 
limitrd Prince .qan 3 and if it would be no 
grrat and extraomdinary Act of Grace and Fa- 
veur (as molt certainly it would not) in an 
abjolate Prince, not to exert any one Prero- 
guti ue or Power, inveſted in him for the Good 
of the People, to. their Ruin or Prejudice; the 
not doing ſo, can never be a great and extra- 
erdinary AF of Grace and Favour.in a limited 
Prince of this Country; limited by the old 
original; Compact, between our. Saxon A 
een and: Aeg K ngs; maintained by tht 
Valbur of theit Poſßterity, almoſt from Reigh 
to Reign; limited by Magna Charta, and 
again limited by the Bill of Rights, and the 
AH of Settlement. Surely yn to-allow the 
dubzect the Benefit of the Laws of the Land 
is Conteſting his Right with the Crown, by 4 
fair Trial — the Ju pops and by a Jury, 
and not to prevent him with the wer Finger 
1 ee _ vol of! his 

den; that is, by a. Noli Pr 5a Prero 
tive or Power Wade for the Benefit of the 
Subject only; can never be thought ſuch a 
great and extraordinary Act of Grace and 
Favour in any Prince of the Hanover Succeſs 
fon; for whom, and: for whoſe Family; this 
Nation has done ſo many and ſo great Things 
. their Hecteral Gop wah 1 
adem, 
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Diadem, and their Brows with Imperial 
Crowns For the Maintenance of whole State 
and Glory, your Forefathers, wirhin the Space. 
of forty-one Years, have expended a Number! 
of Millions ſcarce credible ; paying, in ſtrict 
Compliance with the foregoing Injunction of 
the Apoſtle, with a willing and liberal Hand, 
* Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom 
ve to whom Cuſtom, Fear to' whom Fear; 
Wer my rat 0 Whom: TIO. 5 | 
5 5 
ti is Antes poſſible, that a Poſition 00 50%. 
4 infamous, ſhould ever fall from the 
Tongue of an Engliſpman. One would; in- 
deed; think it —— poſſible, that the whole 
Iſland of GreataBritain ſhould ever produce 
ſo complete an Apeſtate from all Modeſty; 
Decency, and Honeſty. However, if ſuch a 
Phenomenon of Aſſurance and Iniquity ſhould 
bt. any Time appear, it muſt ſurely be the 
Effect of one ot other of theſe Cauſes ; "either 
he-muſt be a Foreigner. (at leaft to England) 
who, finding Means to creep into Confidence 
and Power, retains ſome National Aver/ion 
to any Connexion between 'this Country and 
his own; or he muſt inherit ſome old Family 
Prejudices, not much for the Intereſt or Safety 
of his new Maſter : In either of which Caſes, 
he will play the Politician well, in throwing 
out Maxims deſtructive of Liberty, thereby 
to raiſe Fears and Jealguſies in the Minds of 
N * and introduce that Anarchy den 
an- 
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Confufton, which only can accompliſh his /#- 
er Wiſhes ; or elſe, being a Slave to Avarice 
and, Ambition, in order to gratify thoſe Paſs 
fans, be ſhall reſolve, at the Expence of This 
Country's Liberty, of his own Honour, and 
at the Hazard of his Soul, to become alſo an 
arrant Slave to the Court, In the two former 
of theſe Caſes, he will be a Traitor to his 
Hing, under the aggravating Circumſtance of 
betraying Him, whoſe Bread he eats; in the 
laſt, he will be the worſt of all Traitors, for 
he will be a Traitor to the People. 


From what has been ſaid, you cannot, Po- 

zrity but be convinced of the abſolute Uti- 
ity and Neceſſity of an aſſiduous Application, 
both to remove ſuch Men, as I have now de- 
ſcribed, from PosTs attended with ſuch dan- 
gerous Powers, ſhould they, unfortunately for 
you, obtain them; and alſo to prevent, if 
poſſible, by all decent and legal Means, their 
Appaintment to the Seats of Fuſtice. 
So that I recommend to you, as I did in 
the Caſe of the notorious and publicly detected 
Liar, mentioned in the Pamphlet, to which 
this is a SEQUEL, That, upon the firſt Rumour 
of the Advancement of ſuch Men, you would, 
in humble and dutiful Addreſſes to the Throne, 
from all Parts of the Nation, repreſent the 
dreadful Conſequences to Life, Liberty, and 
Property, from raiſing fuch Creatures to the 

. F a Seats 
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Seats of Juſtice, But if, notwithſtanding all 
our honeſt Endeavours, they ſhould find 
riends and Means, whereby to creep up to 
that high and important Orrice ; whence 
ey cannot be removed, but upon the Death 
of a King, or for their own i// Behaviour, by 
Addreſs of Parliament; you muſt then be 
ſure to keep a ſtrictly attentive Eye upon all 
their Actions, and carefully ta watch all their 
Words; not in the leaſt doubting, that Slaves, 
Whoſe natural Proneneſs to Wickedneſs, im- 
proved and confirmed by a long and conſtant 
Habit, will ſoon give you an Opportunity, 
by ſome flagrant A of Pariah — Hi uſ⸗ 
tice, to apply to Parliament for Redreſs. 
tt For can the Æthiopian change his Skin, or 
* the Leopard his Spots? Then may ye alſo 
« do Good, that are accuſtomed to do Evil. of 
e ili, 2 3. 


And you may be abſolutely fare, that an 
ee Hans who will deal out a C: 
Preceſſus, or a Noli Proſegui, without the 
760 nd cleareſt Evidence that an Indictment 

Fe vexatious, and malicious; and 
'only in order to ſereen from Juſtice a ſcanda- 
Fin and notorious Cheat 'and Forger ; will 

ave no Regard to Juſtice in Cauſes of Life, 
Liberty ot roperty, between the Crown and 
the Subject; and indeed little in thoſe, yu 
Wall be between on ue aud 1 

| Guell 
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Nor is a greater R SS to o uftice to be 
expected from the —— Wretch, who, in 
2 free Country, ſhall dare inſinuate, that to 
give the Subject a fair Trial, in a Cauſe be- 
tween the Crown and Him; and not to defeat 
and injure the Subject, by an Abuſe of a Pre- 
rogative or Power, deſigned by the People, 
who originally gave it, for their own Security, 
Peace, and Happineſs, is an en Act 
of Grace and Favour. 


From ſuch. Men, armed. with 12 8 
Power, expect all the Evils, all the Calami- 
ties, that can ruſh forth upon you from dege- 
nerate Natures and corrupt Hearts. Be cer- 
tain, that the Will of the King, or of the 
Prime Miniſter, will be the Will of the 
Jo pon :— That your Courts of Law will, at 
their Pleaſure, be converted into Idol Tem- 
ples, devoted to their Service ;; and your Segts 
of Fuſtrce into Altars of Blood, If you 
mur at Oppreſſion If you groan — 
Burthen of Slavery, expect to be dragged be- 
fore Tribunals of Horror; there to be pond 
by pack'd Juries, upon the Evidence of Mil- 
eſſes, dependant and expectant, perhaps ſub- 
orned, all GznTLEMen of Figure and F02- 
tune. There expect your Murmurs and 
Groans to be interpreted Treaſon, and your 
Perſons to be ſentenced to the Cart's Tail, to 
be * whipped ; 1 to the Pillory to loſe 

F 2 your 
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your Ears. — If, when you ſharply feel the 
Yoke and Calling s of Regal and Minifttrial 
PowEeR, N en ſhall meet peaceably, in 
otder to lay your Grievances, in humble Ad- 
dreſſes, before the Thron?, Which is you 
cient, undoubted Privileg#, confirmed of late 
by the Bil of Rights; expect theſe, your legal, 
ieee and Honeſt. Endeavours to amend 
= ſad Condition, to fry interpr reted an In- 

ngement of the Rior-Acr, or High J renſort, 
and yourſelves to be ſentenced by Hundreds 


to the Gibbet; as your Forefathers were, by 
the nexorable and bloody-minded Jets R ies. , 


1 proceed now to the other Syrptoms of 
Dot to theſe." in valuable Privileges. = 5 


"Firſt then, Aren obſerve, Wee 
A « Cue between the CrÞwon and the Sah, 
concerning Life, Liberty or Property, the 
"Joe proceeds with all theDicendy, Temper, 
Moderation, and Imp par ffalety, in his Obſerva- 
tions on the Evidence on both Sides, which 
are conſiſtent with ſtrict Juſtice and the Dig- 
ity of his Office; and which may tend to re- 
freſh the Memories, and: enlighten the Under- 
Aanding s of the Tony; ſo as to enable them 
to give a fair and het Verdic'; or whether, 
without real Cauſe, he {hall nibble at; ant 
*endeayour: to picꝶ Holes in the Evidence of the 
Buject ; which, though perfectly conſiſtent, 
mall reptcſent as otherwiſe, by coteling 
\ hol 
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hold of incorrect Expreſſions of illiterate Wit- 
neſſes, or by Hſorting the natural Meaning of 
Words; at the ſame Time, paſſing over in 
Silence, and without the leaſt Notice, an ac 
cumulated Heap of Monſtruots Abſurdztres, 
Inconſiſtences, and Contradictions in the Evi- 
dence for the Crown, in order to miſlead the 
Judgments of an ignorant Jury; or to Palliate 
and Countenance the Premeditated Verdict of 
a packt One. This would be a Crime of a 
Hack Dye indeed; and of ſo ſhocking a Na- 
ture, and of ſo dangerous a nen that 10 
would call aloud: for N USTICE. - 

'T he next Suh of Dinger which, I re- 
contend to your careful Obſervation, is, whe- 
ther, upon a Motion made in Court, or u 
any other Occaſion; a jupox, ſhall ſervilely 
and audaciouſiy endeavour to ſap, under- 
mine, anll ſubvert the Liberties of the People, 
by erecting Prerogalives in the Crown, new 
and unknown to the Laus and Conftitutions 
of the Land. This would be a Crime of the 
firſt Magnitude; a Crime againſt the People, 
anda e ery the KiNG, 


That it would be the firſt, is a ſelf-evident 
Propoſition; that it would be the ſecond, per- 
"haps, may not be quite ſo clear to all; and 
therefore * EW Explanation. 1 1 
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"The caring: up new, and news prom 
48 in the Cron, is ſubverſive of fs 
and hazardous to Life and Property; and, 
conſequently, tends to diſtucb the Minds and 
Peace of a Free People, by Creating Fears and 
Feakufies ; which have often put them upon 
tuch neceſſary, and juſt Meaſures for the Secu- 
rity of their Freedom, as have always ſhaken, * 
and frequently over-turned the Thrones of 
Princes. So that of all the Evil Coun/ellers, 
who have abuſed the Confidence of their Royal 
Maſters, and betrayed them by Flattery — 
ſervile — nang with their Laroli De- 
tres; | JupGes, who have broke down the 
Fences of Liberty, either by encreaſing the 
Prerogative or extending it beyond its due 
Bdunds; or (giving me leave to add) by 
Ling and preſſing the moſt. Helliſi Dodrine of 
Innuendo; have been, of all others, the worſt 
Enemies, tho blackeſt Traitors; and the vile 
Miſcreants both to their Kare and to ar 
Nach oof 


What dreadful. Effects were >. produced; by 
the 7mpious Councels; and ſervile Compliances 
af ſuch Infamous Men in the Reigns of Charles 
the Firſt and James the — a long and 
calamitous Civy Mar, during the firſt, in- 


terrupted. the Cammerce of the Kin gdom, has y all 
the other Bleſſings of Peace; 3 whole Land 


Peihg laid Waſte by the Sword, and Warm 
wit 


* \ * 
asd 
* 
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with Bod. A Civil War, in which periſhed 
the Flower of the Nobility and Gentry of theſe 
Realms, and which brought the unhappy 
Prince, who ſuffered himſelf to be guided by 
the Legal Opinions of ſuch Villains, to an un- 
fortunate, and unprecedented End. 1 


Had the Twelve Judges ſtood firm upon 
the Baſis of their Integrity, and given Opinions, 
in Caſes referred 'to them, conformable to 
Law, and to their own Knowledge and Ex 
rience in the Laws, and agreeable to the Dic- 
tates of their Conſciences; ; they would (moſt 
probably) have had the Glory of ſecuring their 
King upon the Tbrone, till the Almighty had 

ſed, by a Natural Death to the him in 
eace to his Royal Predeceſſors; and of preſerv- 
ing their Country from thoſe Miſchiefs and 
iſcries, which may be almoſt wholly imput- 
ed to the Servility, Corruption, and Timidity 
of the Twelve Judges; part of whom (Hiſto- 
ry informs us) were bribed by the Promiſes, and 
— terrificd by the Threats of that deteſtable 
trayer 2 his King and Country, the Lord 
Chief Juſtice Fixncn, to ſign an Opinion, in 
the Caſe of Sbip- Money, ſubverſive of all Li bes. 
fy, + Gags ga Prerogative in the Crmwn to 
raiſe Money upon the Subje&, without Conſene 
of Parliament; contrary to the 'Knmwn and 
Pundamental LAws'of the Kingdom; and alſo 
to give a germ to all the Tg and: HNolint 
* the HighCammiſſion — 
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Council. Board, and Star- Chamber. The Pegy 
ple, alarmed at theſe Illegal, Arbitrary," and 
Unjuſtifiable Practices of the Interpreter: of the 
Laws, and fearful of Abſolute Monarchy; 
had recourſe to M eaſures, which inv them 
in Anarchy and Confufion, and brought upon 
that unhappy King, a _ e * 


ene * 


Io ſuch corrupt, and Erle Judges ale 
were Principally owing the Misfortunes of 
King Fames the Second. For, countenanced 
and encouraged by their Opinions, the unfor- 
tunate King, claimed and carried into Execu- 
tion the Diſpen/ing Power. 'JeFFRIEsS, parti- 
ticularly, upon all Occaſions,” urging Neu- 
coined and Illegal Prerogatives, and ſtraining 
and perverting the Laws, to the Subverſion of 
Liberty and Property ; and with as little Re- 
morſe, imbruing his guilty Hands in the Blood 
of the People, who calling the Prince of 
Orange to their Aſſiſtance, Depoſed the King, 
fixed the Crown on the Heads of the Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange; and afterwards, rea- 
ſonably conjecturing, that a Family, who could 
have no kind of Pretence, to the ab/urd and 
irrational Claim to Indefeaſible Hereditary 
Right, Paſſive Obedience and Non-refftance ; 

forewarned by two ſuch dreadful: and re- 
cent Examples of Royal. Sufferings, and loaded 
with the Greateſt Favours, and the Higheſt 
acer a Virtuous and Mighty People Nis 
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| heap upon them, would never prove, either 
hardy or ungrateful enough, to offer the leaſt 
Violation to the Laberties of the Nation; They 
ſettled (in caſe of Failure of Iſue in Princeſs 
ANNE, afterwards Queen) the Crown upon 
the Illuſtrious Houle of Hanover: From 


whom, therefore, you may naturally expect 


to enjoy, the Greateſt Bleſſings a People are 
capable of, as long as any one Prince of that 
Race, ſhall be [ef to fit upon the Britiſh 


As to the infamous Betrayers of theit Royal 
Maſters, Fincu and JererIEs; they felt the 
ſevere, and deſerved Effects of their Pernici. 
ous Counſels, and Wicked Practices: The for- 
mer flying his Country, to avoid the Fuſtice 
due to his Trraſons, and to ſave an ignomini- 
ous Life. The latter, after a long Courſe of 
the moſt atrocious Villainies, being ſecured in 
Priſen, in order to be brought to Spice; was 
there, by the Decree of Heaven, ſmitten with 
Death; as if, the all-ju/# Avenger of Wrongs 
faw fit, to ſignalize his Abhorrence of ſu 
abominable, and unpreced-nted Crimes ; by 
permitting the mercileſs bloody Actor of them, 
bo my no other than his own Almighty 
Hand. 


1 heartily pray Gop that ſuch another Chief 


Juſtice may never again infeſt the Land—Bu 
70D Kngws,— | 


* 
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 JurtEs and 8 HE R IFF$ next aefere 
your ſerious Attention, 

And firſt for JuxIxs. To be determined in 
all Matters,” concerning your Lives, Liberties 
and Properties, by Twelve Men your Equals, is 
a Privilege which has been enjoyed by Eng- 
hhmen from the Days of that Great and'Glo- 
FOus Example of Royal Virtue, King Al RED: 
and is, in its Nature, the Higheſt, that any 
Nation. ever did, or ever can epjoy. But 
Juries, like the Laws, may be abuſed and 
perverted, to the Prejudice and Ruin of the 
People, for whoſe Benefit and Security they 
were by our wiſe Anceſtors intended. 


Many are the Methods by which they; may 
be. abuſed and perverted : But more eſpecially 
by the following, viz, By the wicked Hrti- 

ces of a corrupt Jupox, impoſing upon mw 
Underſtandings of a Jury, either weak, 
elſe ignorant of, and unfilled in the fende 
Affair before them; and conſequently, unable 
of themſelves, without proper Aﬀiſtance, to 
form that correct Judgment; which is requi- 
ſite for a juſt Verdict; or miſleading them by 
a partial Summing-up, and unfair Obſerva- 
e upon the Evidence; or by inculcating the 

"drabolica! Doctrine of NumBeR and ber- 
10; or by perſuading them out of their un- 


| doubted Right, to judge of, and determine 
upon 
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upon the Points of Law as well as the Facts; 


or by intimidating them, as JEFFRIEs did the 

ury, in the Caſe of Mrs ALICIA LisLE, whom 
they at laſt brought in Guilty, after they had 
Acquitted her three Times ſucceſſtucly, being 
terrified by the Threats of that atrocious Mon/t- 
er; or by the Iniguitous and Helliſh Doctrine 


of Jannends, &c. &c. 


They may likewiſe be abuſed and perverted 
by ſcandalouſly packing Furies; of which de- 
teſtable Practice, former Times furniſh ſeveral 
Inſtances, which having proved no leſs deſtruc- 
tive to the Authors of that Dev'liſh Practice, 
than to the Subject, it is not impoſſible (if in 
any of your Days, impicus Men ſhould again 
bear Sway) that in order to elude the Stroke of 
Juſtice, impending over the Heads of Sheriff, 
and their Accomplices, for that Heinous Crime 
Mays may be invented to draw in the injured 
Subjects to ct a Jury againſt themſelves. 


How many Ways, Imaginations fertile 

in Miſchief may invent, I cannot fay ; how- 

ever, to convince you of the Poſſibility of the 

Thing I will give one Inſtance how it may be 
one. 


I am as unwilling to ſuſpect your 2 and 
Affection to your Princes, as I am your Zeal 
and Attachment to your Rights and Liberties. 
I cannot, therefore, but believe, that in a 
Conteſt between the Crown and any of You; 

G 2 you 
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you would rather endeavour to obtain Redreſs, 
by the more gentle and reſpectiful Method of an 
Humble, and Dutiful Petition to the Throne, 
than by an immediate Application to the 
Courts of Lau. And it is not unlikely, that 
you may, in Hopes of adding the greater 
Weight to your Pe77ticn ; procure to it, all the 
Hands of Gentlemen of indifputable Honour and 
Integrity, within the. Bounds ow a whole 
County. | 


I cannot therefore but caution you, that this 
Method may, by the /y Artifices of the dirty 
Engine: of a Court, be turned to your Ms 
dice, and even to the Ruin of your 
by converting this Inftance of your Duty 72 
Atte&1on, into the Means of making yon, in 
Effect, the Packers of a Jury againſt your- 
felves. For ſhould the Number of Gentlemen 
of indiſputable Honour and Integrity, who ſhall 
ſign your Perttion, be ſo great, that there will 
not be enough left, who ſhall not have figned 
it to makea Fury; the Agents of the Crown, 
may legally object to every one of them, as 4 
Party in the Grp; which muſt then, proba⸗ 
bly de ſubmitted to the Determination of a 
Jury, whoſe Dependencies upon, and Expecta- 
cicus from a Court, will render them, if not 
in Law, yet in Rea/cn, and in the Nature of 
Things, leſs fit to diſcharge the High Truft of 
2 Fury, than thoſe Gentlemen of Indiſputable 
Honour and Ditegrity, agati.ft whom no other 
Objection 
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Objection can lie, than that of having ſigned 
the Petition. 0 T 1% 


Nor is it impoſſible that they, whoſe only 
Merit conſiſts in a. Readineſs to embark in any 
Miſchief againſt the People, and in a quick In- 
vention how to injure and betray them, may, 
with a View to draw you in, thus to be the 
Packers of a Jury againſt yourſelves, and alſq 
to Stave off a diſagreeable Trial; deviſe a 
Scheme which I ſhall preſently mention. 


Indeed, directly to adviſe a Number of 
People; (with ſo infamous a Deſign) to Pet- 
tion the Throne, is what they may chooſe to 
avoid, provided they can contrive a Way 
to induce the People to do it of them- 
ſelves. 


But ſuppoſe a Caſe, Wherein a great and 
Favourite Subject ſhall be the Aeggreſſor, and 
hall Tre/paſs upon the Rights of a Number of 
True Engliſhmen; may not ſome mean, 
ſly To/, of that Great and Favourite Subject, 
naturally think; that it a Petition were to be 
ed to, and rejected by that Great Per- þ 
Vonage, ſuch a Spirit might be raiſed, by x 
the Slight and Contempt ſhewn upon that Oc- 5 
caſion, as would excite the injured Subjects 2 
to fly inſtantly for Redreſ to the common 

Father of the People; with a Petitien ſigned 

by ALL the Gentlemen of indiſputable H nous 

and Integrity in a whole County? And 


would 
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would not this give the Agents for the M- 
greſſor, an Opportunity of throwing the Cauſe 
into the Hands of a JuRy adapted to their 
Purpoſe, by objecting to thoſe, as having 
figned the Petition, who ſhall be fitteſt, upon 
all Accounts, to be truſted with the Riches 
of the Subjects And would not ſuch a De- 
vice be, in Effect, uſing the Subjects, as In- 
fruments to pack a JURY againſt themſelves ? 


Suppoſe then, this mean, fly T 60%, with thi 
infamous Yiew, ſhould, under the Pretence of 
being'a Party concerned, thruſt himſelf, with 
a Train of Slaves at his Heels, into the Com- 
pany of theſe injured People, met to conſult 
upon proper Methods to afſert and maintain 
their Rights and Privileges; and after em- 
ploying, in vain, every Argument, and every 
Artiſice, to perſuade them into a tame Sub- 
miſſion to Power, under their Mrongs and 
Oppreſſions, he ſhould at laſt propoſe to them; 
previous to any Attempt to obtain Juſtice in 
a Court of Lau, to try the more gentle and 
reſpectful Way of preſenting a Petition to that 
great and favourite Subject, which he could 
not but believe or know would be rejected; 
aſſuring them, at the ſame Time, they, would 
obtain the Redreſs they deſired. Suppoſe then, 
out of a peaceable Diſpolition, and an intire 
Honour and Affection for the great Perſon, 
they ſhould preſent a moſt reſpectful Petition, 
which ſhould be rejected; and being - juſtly 
nettled, and warmed at the Repulle, they 

Y: ſhould, 
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ſhould, agreeable to the ſharp Foreſight of 
the above Agent, immediately fall before the 
Throne, with a moſt humble and dutiful Pe- 
tition, ſigned in the aforeſaid Manner, ſetting 
forth their Grievances, and praying Relief : 
And after having waited a long Time- without 
Relief or Anſwer, (the Petition, perhaps, being 
all the while Bandied about from Tool to Tool, 
in Hopes of wearying the Injured out, or to 
excite them to petition in ſucb Numbers, as to 
leave ſcarce a proper Perſon to ſerve upon a 
Jury) they ſhould be driven to the unhappy 
Neceſity of applying to the Courts of Law for 
Fuftice; and when the Parties, and their Agents 
meet, in order to ſettle a Jury, moſt, or all 
of thoſe Gentlemen of indiſputable Honour 
and Integrity ſhould be objected to, as Parties 
concerned, becauſe they had: ſigned the N 
tion to the Croum. 


In ſuch a Caſe, of dia Sort of Men would 
the Fury y impanoelled in that Cauſe be likely 
to 9968 ? What would probably be the Fare 
of the Subjects 2 What an Artifice would this 
be to exonerate Sherrfs, and their Accomplices, 
from the- Puniſoments due to the Crime of 
Packing Juries, by inveigling and choufing 
the SabjetFv into a Plot, to make them Packers 
of a Jury againſt themſelves, and the Inſtru- 
ments of a Verdict to their own Prejudice? 
What would that odious Tool, that Gentle- 


man « Fighre | and d Fortune, TY who 
ſhould 


\ -_ 
wet 
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ſhould thus ba/ely: betray his eee 
une Subje ecbs? 


80 grievous a Cues: 1 fear, is not within 
the Reach or Notice of the Laws. However, 
the People, who ought in all Caſes, one ami 
all, to intereſt themſelves in the Injuries of- 
fered to one another, have ( Heaven be praiſed !) 
the Pawer of puniſhing it in their own Hands, 
| by banifhing the. #reacherous Wretch, by an 
uni ver ſal Conſent, from the Society, and Con- 
verſation of all honeſt Men. — 
tainly, to be but ſeen in the Company of ſuch 
a ſhameleſs, graceleſi, barefaced | Fellow, who 
would be a Scandal to the wHors Human 
Species, would be a greater Blemab to the 
'CharaFer of any one, than the moſt intimate 
-Acquaintance with a JoxATHA N WILD, or 
the moſt atrocious Knave that tſhall ever end 
his Days at Ty BURN. 


Nor would that Council leſs 1 Ba- 
niabment from the Society of all honeſt Men, 
who, after accepting a Retaining Fee, and the 
Rank of „rt Council, from the Subject, and 
making himſelf Maſter of the whole State and 
Strength of their Cauſe, ſhould baſely conſpire 
with the abovementioned, or any other Myeteb 
like him, to betray his Clients; by putting 
him in Poſſeſſion of all the Materials for the 
Support of their Cauſe, and afterwards by de- 
ſerting them in the Day of Hearing; and 


throwing up his Brief wichin an a Hour or two 
before 
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befors the Cauſe comes on. If Wefminfors 
Hall ſhould ever be unfortunate enough to 
behold within her Walls, ſacred to Fuftice and 
Liberty, ſuch a ſhameleſs Fellow dreſſed in the 


long Robe; I make not the leaſt doubt, that 
the Gentlemen of that honourable Garb will 
unanimouſly combine to trip the hng Robe 
from his Back, and expel him their Company; 
as the/Peacocks in the Fable firipped and ex- 
felled the mean impudent Fack-Daw, ſtrutting 
amongſt them in their glarious Plumes. And 
I as little doubt, that the Expulſion of the in- 
famous Deſerter, who ſhall thus facrifice his 
Clients, to his Hopes of Riſing in his Pro- 
feſion (perhaps to the Seat of Juſtice) will be 
attended with every proper Cireumſtance of 
Diſgrace: And that, as the Soldier, who de- 
ferts his Colours, deſerves to be drummed-out 
of his Regiment; ſo they will drum ſuch a 
vile Deſerter of his Clients out of 6. On ar? 
Hal, with a Halter about his Neck, 


What 1 have {aid above in Relation to Pe- 
titioning, is not with an Intention to diſſuade 
you, in Caſe of any Diſpute between the 
Crown and you, from the more gentle and re- 
Jbefful Application for Redreſs, by way of 
Addreſs or Petition: As this Way is the more 
gentle and reſpectful, it is certainly the moſt 
proper. All I mean is, to give you a Cau- 
tion, that if ever you ſhould have ſuch an 
Occaſion to adareſs or petition the Crown, that 


your Addreſs or Petition be ſigned by no more 
iſt, H 


than 
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than ſhall be abſolutely neceſſary to give a due 
Weight to it: So that there may be a ſuffi- 
cient Number left out, qualified by their in- 
diſputable Honour and Integrity, to ſerve upon 
a JuRY; that you may not by your own Act 

be driven to the unhappy Circumſtance, of 
having your Cauſe determined by a Jury, 
whoſe indifferent Characters, cliſe Connexions 
with, and /frong Obligations to, the Court, 
may render JUSTICE PRECARIOUS. | 


Theſe are ſome of the Methods by which 
JuRIES may be abuſed, and perverted to the 
Prejudice and Ruin of the Subject, for whoſe 
Preſervation and Security they were originally 
deſigned and inſtituted. - From which it ap- 
pears, of how great Conſequence it is to the 
People, that they ſhould be preſerved in the 
utmoſt Purity ; and that none ſhould be fum- 
moned to ſerve upon JURIEs in general, but 
Perſons of clear and unſiiſpected Characters; 
and that in impannelling JuRiIxs, the ſtricteſt 
Regard ought always to be had, to the Na- 
ture of the ſeveral Caſes they are to determine 
upon, and to the proper Qualifications of the 
Perſons impannelled, to judge of the Matters 
referred to their Judgment. For Inſtance, 


In Caſes of common Felonies, depending 
only on /imple Facts; or in Actions of common 
Defamation, depending only upon Words 
ſpoken ; as one Perſon calling another Whore 
er Rogue, and in all ſimilar Caſes, to be ſure 

| | an 
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an honeſt, upright Heart, and plain common 
Senſe, are the only Qualifications requiſite in 
a JURYMAN. But in Caſes of a ſuperior Na- 
ture, relating to Commerce, Science, or Mit- 
ing and Publishing; in loch Caſes, I fay, Skill, 
Learning, and Knowledge, in the Matters under 
= 2 are as requiſite and ne- 

ualifications. in a JURYMAN, as an 
cows 4 and upright Heart. Such Cafes re- 
quiring Pmathing more than plain common 
Senſe : Since a JURYMAN, ignorant and in- 
capable of judging of Matters beyond the 
Reach of his Education and Knowledge, would, 
by the Dexterity of a corrupt Ju por, be eaſily 
impoſed upon, and miſled to give a Verdict 
injurious to the Subject; and, inſtead of being 
his Safeguard, might prove the Inſtrument of 
his Ruin. The Reaſonableneſs of what is 
here advanced, will appear from nothing more 
clearly, than from the Juſt Complaint of Mr 
ALGERNON SYDNEY ; who, in the Paper which 
he delivered to the SHERIFFS upon the Scaf- 
old, after reciting the Subſtance of the Book 
for which he was partly indicted, uſes theſe 
nene Words: 


This is the Scope of the whole Treatiſe, 
* the Writer gives ſuch Reaſons, as at pre- 
* ſent did occur unto him, to prove it. This 
ſeems to agree with the Doctrines of the 
* moſt Reverend Authors at all Times, Na- 
tions and Religions. The beſt and wiſeſt 
2 K have ever acknowledged it. The 

H 2 « preſeat 
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ce preſent King of France has declared, That 
« Kings have that happy Want of Power, that 
* they can do nothing contrary to the Laws 
* of their Country ; and grounds his Quarrel 
with. the King of Spain, Anno 1667, upon 
that Principle. King James, in his Speech 
* to the Parliament, Anno 1603, doth in tho 
e higheſt. Terms aſſert it. The Scripture 
te ſeems to declare it. — If, nevertheleſs, the 
Writer was miſtaken, he might have been 
* refuted by Law, Reaſon, and Scripture; and 
* no Man for ſuch Matters was ever other- 
** wiſe puniſhed, than by being made to fee 
e his Error; and it has not, as I think; been 
ever known, that they had been referred to 
te the Jud ment of a JURY, oompoſed of Men 
'** utterly incapable to comprebend them“ 


This: brings me to the Conſideration, of the 
Ofice of SHERIFF'S; which, the Powers 
of doing Good, and the Opportunities of do- 
ing Miſcbięf annexed to it, render it an Office 
of the higheſt Truſt and Importance in the 
State, next to that of King. For, upon the 
Integrity and Firmneſs of this Officer, depends 
the Life, Liberty and Property of every Eng- 
Ljbmen ; ſince his Fate, with Reſpect to each 
of theſe, is to be determined by a Jux, good 
or bad, impannelled by the SHE RIFT. In 
ſupport of which Truth, all that I Have faid 
upon the Subject of Junixs, are ſo many un- 
deniable Arguments, that I need urge little 
26. S 3.3 more 
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more in Proof of it. Yet I cannot forbear 
making one Obſervation more upon the vaſt 
Importance of this Officer, ariſing from the 
Opportunity he has of doing Miſchief. Should 
be confine himſelf to thoſe Mal. Practices, in 
the Execution of his Office, which would only 
affect Individuals, or at moſt a ſmall Number of 
— ; the Laws have provided wholeſome 
Remedies in moſt Caſes ; from the due Exeeu- 
tion of which Laws, and the proper Application 
of which Remedies, ſuch Pun/hments would 
enſve, as ſufficiently ta deter Shersffs, for the 
molt Part, from any violent, and uni uſt Proceed» 
ings; or if they ſhould ever tranſgreſs, the In- 
jured would receive ſome Satisfaction. But if 
ever they ſhould enter into a Conſpiracy-with 
Princes, and their Evil Counſellors, to ſubvert 
the Conſtitution of this Country, they may cer- 
tainly, under ſuch a Conſpiracy, ſhelter them- 
ſelves and all other Conſpirators againſt the Li- 
berties of the Peopie; from the Severity of 
thoſe Laws and Proviſſons, made for the. Pu- 
niſhment and Suppreſſion of thoſe Delinquents, 
who thall adviſè or ard Princes to ee upon 
the Liberties of Enghsbmen; and totally de- 
prive the People of the Proteftion and Benefit 
of thoſe Laws and Provifions, to which they 
are moſt juſtly intitled. For though it is a 


Thing the moft unlikely to happen again yet, 
the Precedent of the Year: 1397 proves the 
Paſſibility of it; when King Richard the Se- 
cond, in manifeſt Violation of all the Laus of 
God, and of the Land, by the Aſſiſtance of 
Fenal and Abandoned Sheriffs (who returned none 

to 
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to ſerve in Parliament, but Tools nominated by 
the King and his wicked Miniſters) packed a 
Parliament, compoſed of as abject, wenal, 
-Paviſh, impudent, and hardened | Hirelings 
as ever diſbonoured and betrayed à Country. 
Theſe beggarly, bribed, ſhameleſs, profligate, 
proſtitute, and ſcandalous Villains, nominated: 
by the King and his Miniſtert, inſtantly 
repealed all the wholeſome Laws. made by 
former Parliaments, for the Security of the 
Nation; and intirely ſubverted the Liberties 
of the People, by voting that Tyrantabove the 
Laus; and changing the limited Monarcly of 
England into an abſolute One. In Conſequence 
of which, many of the greateſt and beſt Men, 
deprived of the Benefit and Protection of the 
Laus, IIlegally fell Victims to the Rage and 
Malice of the King and his Evil Counſellors, : 


5 Thus, Poſterity ! You ſee in what manner; | 
People. | 310 | "arty 


_- Firſt, by packing Furies devoted to the 
Court; and ready to co-operate with corrupt 
Judges, in trampling upon the Lives, Liber- 
ties and Properties of the Subets. 


And ſecondly, by letting looſe upon them 
all the Engines of Deſtruction, who may with 
Impunity treat them as Lyjuſtly, and Cruelly as 
as they pleaſe. For when once the laſt and 
effectual 'Recourſe to an Honeft, Faithful and 
; DIQTUESTOTNT ) Gt] 3 | true. 
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true Repreſentative of the People ſhall be cut 
off, by the Faſſe and Arbitrary Returns of 
SH —— Returning Officers, (who, 
. , may be as eaſily ſecured to the Inter- 
eſt of a Court) all Recourſe to the Laws will 
likewiſe be cut off; and Sberiſ, ſecure both 
in the Protection of corrupt Judges, and a Par- 
liament packed by order of the Court; and ſa 
Returned, might, and moſt probably would 
conſpire with ſuch Judges, and other Euil 
Counſellors, to ruin the Subject, deprived of that 
Appeal; which by keeping Sheriffs, Judges, 


and Evil Counſellors in awe, preſerve to him 


the Benefit: of the Laws, and particularly of 
thoſe Great and Ineſtimable Privileges, (which 
are the Baſis of Engliſb Freedom) of being 
Tried before Impartial Tudges; and of being 
Determined in all Caſes concerning Life, Li- 
berty and Property, by Twelve honeſt, ſenfible 
Men; capable of judging of the ſeveral re- 
ſpective Matters referred to their Judgments. 


Thus appears the high Importance of this 
Great Officer, a SHERIFF, as well as that of a 
Jupox. 


I have now gone through ſuch Symptoms 
of Danger to theſe invaluable n as at 
preſent occur. I proceed, 


Secondly, to recommend ſuch legal and 
conſtitutional Remedies, as, if timely applied, 
will, by the Bleſſing of Almighty Gop upon 

your 
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your virtuous Endeavours, efeetually ſecure to 


you theſe, and all the Liberties, to which you 
will be 4725 as Men; and partculaly as 


Engl, 


In raking of the neceſſiy 0 to the 
Bu, and the Officers inferior to the Judge; 
I took Occaſion to propoſe, in caſe of any 
Abuſe of Powers, annexed to their Offices, or 
upon the Rumour of the Advancement of 
thoſe, who ſhall haveabuſed thoſe Powers; or 
indeed ſhall, in any RefþeF, have ſhewn 
themſelves unworthy of a public Truſt, and 
the Confidence of their Country, to the Seats 
of Juſtice ; unanimous Addreſſes to the Throne 
from all Parts of the Kingdom ; in the firſt 
Caſe to remove them from their Offices ; and 
in the laſt, to prevent their Advancement, ſo 

judicial and deſtructive to the Safety and 
Felicity of the People. I ſhall therefore now 
only add, that if, through the Aduice of Evil 
Counſell:rs, your humble and dutiful Addreſs 
#hould be reed and unſucceſsful ; it will be 
— neeeſſary to fly for Help e, 
ately to Parliament. 


But when Time-Servers, Sycophants and 
Saves, are once placed upon the Bauch; they 
are fixed there, till the Commiſſion of ſome 
Crime. In which Caſe, your Application 
muſt of Necefity be firſt to Parliament: The 
Act of Settlement having abridged the Power 
| * the Crown to redreſs you; the * being 

8 | thereby 
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thereby reſtrained from removing a Jupox, 
unleſs upon an Addreſs of both Hyuſes of Par- 
liament. Fly then for Redreſi to them; lay 
all your juſt Complaints and Grievances before 
your Repreſentatives, the ever-watchful Guar- 
dians of your Liberties; who will not fail, 
in Conjunction with the other Houſe, to avenge 
your Injuries, and grant you the Shelter of their 
Wiſdom, Power and Fuſtice. 


When SneR1Fes betray their Truſt, tranſ- 
greſs the Laws, and injure the Subject, wWhe- 
ther by packing Furies, or by acting corruptly 
and partially at Elections; they are liable to 
be ſeverely puniſhed, by Virtue of thoſe whole- 
ſome and neceſſary Laws, which the Wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature has from Time to Time 
provided, to awe and reſtrain them, to ſecure 
Individuals, and to preſerve the good od Eng- 
liſh Conſtitution. 1, . 


A falſe Return, indeed, though liable to a 
Penalty of 500. -a very moderate One for 
ſo hainous an Offence) is not, without the A, 
fiſtance of the Houſe of Commons, within the 
Reach of the Courts of Juſtice, (or at leaſt no 
Court would care to meddle with it) before a 
Return has been adjudged Falſe, by that Ho- 
nourable Aſſembly. Therefore, whenever a 
Return ſhall be adjudged ſo by them; it is 
(for the foregoing Reaſons) of the higheſt 
Conſequence, that the Offender, ſhould be 
Proſecuted with a moſt active Spirit, and feel 
Volt: I the 


| $8 ] 
the utmoſt Rigour of the Laws. And as long 
as your Repreſentatives, continue an unpack- 
ed, uncorrupt, and a free Body; you will have 
this. Satisfaction, that no Returning Officer, 
guilty of that moſt atrocious Crime, will be 
able to eſcape the Penalties of the Laws; 
whom you ſhall reſolve (as I hope you will 
upon every Occaſion) to bring to Juſtice. 
There may indeed be.Inſtances of falſe Re- 
turns; where the Perſons returned, may have 
the Merits of the Election on their Side, and 
yet the Return may be a falſe Return: That. is, 
they may have a real Majority of /zgal and un- 
corrupt Votes, and nevertheleſs their Oppo- 
nents may, by Bribery, and by other indirect 
Practices, have a Majority upon the Poll. 
Now a returning Officer, not being appointed 
by the Law the Judge of ſuch corrupt and 
indirect Practices; is obliged by Law to make 
his Return of the Majority upon the Pell, 
without any regard to the Merits of the Elec- 
tion, of which the Houſe of Commons are the 
ſale Judges, and who (to be ſure) will be ready, 
upon all Occaſions, to do exact Juſtice. 80 
that if he ſhould make any other Return, than 
is warranted by the Poll, it would, I appre- 
hend, be a falſe Return; and ſuch Returning: 
Otiicer, would be liable to all the Puni/bments 
commonly inflicted by that Houſe in thoſe 
Caſes, and to all the Penalties of the Laws. 
For as Executive Officers. are bound down to 
the ſtrict Letter of the Lau, they ought not 
upon any Account to diſpenſe with it pms 
2417 : they 
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they deſerve the greateſt Puniſhment, who at 
any Time deviate the leaſt there from; ſince in- 
numerable Miſchiefs would thereby accrue to 
the Public. 


But if, on the other Hand, a SyuxriFry, or 
any other Returning Officer, ſhould be con- 
cerned in corrupt and indirect Practices; or 
ſhould know:ngly and wilfully admit Perſons 
to Poll, who have no manner of Rzgbt, 
in order to make up a Majority of any 
Sort, or at any Rate; to furniſh a plauſible 
Pretence and Excuſe for making a Return in 
favour of the Parties, to whoſe Intereſt he 
ſhall be ſhamefully biaſſed; and yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all the corrupt and indirect Practices, 
which the moſt dextrous and infamous Tools 
of Power can deviſe; and all his own z/legal 
and ſcandalous Partialities, the oppoſite Parties 
ſhould gain a Majority upon the Poll; he 
ſhould, I fay, notwithſtanding all this, Re- 
turns his Friends againſt that Majority; or 
ſhould, in order to ſkreen himſelf, make a 
Double Return; I appeal to common Senſe, 
and common Honeſty, and to every ſkilful 
Lawyer of Integrity ; whether both thoſe Re- 
turns would not be Falſe Returns? If therefore 
a Matter of fo high Importance to the People, 
ſhould happen, in any of your Days, to be the 
Object of general Concern and Dread; will you 
not vigorouſly exert yourſelves to bring that 
villainous Betrayer of his Truſt, and of his 
Country, to Juſtice? Which you cannot fail 

2 to 
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to obtain, upon an Application to the Houſe 
of Commons ? | 


It is true}, that in Petitions containing vari- 

ous Allegations, and complaining, not only of 
a Falſe Return, but alſo of corrupt, indirect, 
and other ie ga Hractices, and in which the 
Rights of a vaſt Number of Voters are con- 
teſtable, as in County Elections, or in very 
Popular Elections for Cities, and great Bo- 
roughs; a full Inquiry into the ſeveral Rights 
and Facts, proper to enable the Houſe to form 
a juſt Judgment upon the Caſe before them, 
may demand ſo much Time, that it may be 
hardly poſſible, within the Compaſs of one 
Seſſions to determine both the Merits of the 
Return and the Merits of the Election; if 
therefore the Houſe, for the ſake of Brevity 
and Time (which I think is the beſt Reaſon 
can be aſſigned for it) ſhould ſee fit, to enter, 
firſt into the Merits of the Election, and not 
have Time to enter into thoſe of the Return ; 
_ are not to think yourſelves excluded there- 
»y, from that Juſtice upon the Returning 

Officer, which is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Security of your Liberties. Since both the 
Candidates and the Elucters may, although 
the M:rits of the Eliction ſhall be determined 
againſt them, petition again the next Seſſions, 
ſo far as relates to the Merits of the Return, 
and to the Conduct of the Returning Officer; 
for his Offence has ro Relation to, nor Con- 
nexion with the Merits of the Election; but 
EL Cionſiſts 
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conſiſts wholly in his Tranſgr eſion of the 
Rule preſcribed him by Law. Nor can I ſuſ- 

ct, without an Imputation both on your 
Virtue and Diſcretion, that you will negle& 
to petition again upon this Point, when you 
conſider that ſuch a Tranſgreſſion is pregnant 
with the moſt fatal Confequences,. tending to 
cut off from the Pecple the main Spring 
of Liberty, an unpacked, uncorrupted and 


free Houſe of Commons ; to whom they may- 


apply for, and from whom they may always 
expect to obtain ample Protection and Redrefs, 
under all Oppreſſions and Injuries which ſhall 
be offered to their Per/ons and Properties; and 
under all Encroachments which ſhall be made 
upon their Z:bertzes. And although I have 
no Suſpicion of your Virtue, yet my Zeal for 
your Felicity, compels me earneſtly to preſs 
you to exert an 7ndefatigable Induſtry upon 
every falſe Return made by a Sheriff, or any 
other Returning Officer ; and to leave no Me- 
thod untried to bring the Offender to Fuftice, 
For I will be bold to Propheſy, that if once 
you' grow negligent and remiſs in this moſt 
efſenttal Point, there will not be wanting 
ambitious and wicked Men, ready to take the 
Advantage, and to adviſe the Crown, againſt 
General Elections, to appoint to the molt im- 
portant Office of SurrIFe, the moſt. venal 
and aband;ned Tools; and to ſecure by Bri- 
bery and Corruption, as many of the Return- 
ing Officers, as ſhall willingly extend their 


like 


Hands to receive the Mages of Sin: Who, 
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ke the Creatures of King Richard the Second, 
Will return none to ſerve in Parliament, but 


ſuch as ſhall be nominated by ambitious and 
wicked Men. 


If therefore you ſhall entertain a juſt Senſe 
of the unſpeakable Bleſſing of Liberty, and 
ſhall be deſirous to enjoy it to the End of 
Time; you muſt firſt purſue the guilty, She- 
riff and Returning Officer, till you obtain 
Juſtice in the Courts of Law, for Offences 
cognizable by them; vig. ſuch as reſpect 
packing JUR TIE S, Partialities, corrupt and 
indirect Practices in Elections, and with re- 
peated Petitions. to the Houſe of Commons, 


for a falſe Return; till they ſhall have Lei- 


ſure from a Multiplicity of Buſineſs, to exa- 
mine the Al/zgations of the Petition, and the 
Merits of the Return; and to convict, or .ac- 

it the accuſed Perſon, according to the Evi- 


dence that ſhall appear before them. 


Secondly, You muſt purſue ſuch Attorney- 
Generals, or Solicitor-Generals, or any other 
Officers of the Law, inferior to a JupGe, who 
ſhall give a Proof or Specimen of a Time- 
ſerving, and faviſh Mind, with Addreſſes to 


the Throne, to remove them, from their re- 


ſpective Pots: And in caſe the Crown ſhall 
reject or ſlight your Addreſſes, you muſt then 
without fail purſue them with Petitions to 
your Repreſentatives, humbly laying before 
them your juſt Apprehenſions of Danger from 


thoſe 
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thoſe audacious Delinquents; and praying the 
Honourable Houſe to take you under their 

Protection; either by an Addreſs to the King 
to remove them, and to diſcover the Huf 
Counſellors, who ſhall have dared to adviſe the 
Crown to reject, or ſlight the Petition of any 
part, or of any ſingle One of the free-born 
Subjects of Britain; or by any other Means, 
which to them in their great Wiſdom ſhall 


ſeem meet. 


Thirdly, You muſt with no leſs Vigour pur- 
ſue the Time-/erving, corrupt, and partial 
Jever! who. in Cauſes between, the Crow 
and the Subject, concerning Life, Liberty, os 
Property, ſhall, in manifeſt Violation of all 
Juſtice, unrighteouſly and traiterouſly ſide with 


the Crown, againſt the oppreſſed and injnred 


Subject; either by erecting Prerogatives in the 
Crown, new and unknown to the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of the Land, or by advanceing 
the belliſwʒ᷑ Doctrine of Innuendo ; miſinter- 
preting the Laus, by denying the Right of 
Jo RxIEs to judge of the Law, as well as 
the Fa; intimidating JURIEs; Brow- 
beating Witneſſes; ſcandalous Partiality in 
Summing-up Evidence, and Obſerving up- 
on it; or laſtly, by inculcating the infamous 
and damnable Doctrine of NuMBER and Cons 
DITION ; thereby endeavouring to deſtroy the 
Evidence of all the honeſt and worthy F ar- 
MERs and TRADES-PEOPLE in the Kingdom, 
by veſting all Credit in GENTLEMEN of Fi- 
= 9 5 gure 
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gure and Foꝛtune only; and in the Majority 
of ſuch. That would be to ſay in plain Eng- 
liſh, That Jukixs ought not to believe any 
Witneſſes, but Sycophants, Dependants, and 
Expeftants upon a CourT. A Doctrine 
which if it ſhould ever prevail, would ſoon 
generate ſuch infinite Swarms of theſe all- de- 
vouring Inſects, as would, without the leaſt 
Scruple, out. ſibear and out- number not only 
all the honeſt and worthy Farmers and 
TRADES-PEOPLE, but all the GENTLEMEN of 
real Fortunes and unblemiſhed Cbaracters in 
the whole Iſland of Great Britain. Then 
would Liſe, Liberty and Property, become 
precarious indeed, Then would the unhappy 
Subject, contending for any of theſe, become 
the eaſy Prey to Power; being thus ſtript of 
all Means of Defence from honeft, legal, and 
credible Witneſſes : Since, according to the 
villainous Doctrine of Number and Condition, 
the Evidence of an Hundred honeſt Farmers 
and Trades-people would avail him nothing, 
if but Two Courtly GENTLEMEN of Fi- 
gure and Fortune ſhould receive Orders to 
contradict them upon Oath. Nor would the 
Evidence of an Hundred Gentlemen of the 
largeſt Fortunes and faireſt Reputations in the 
Kingdom, avail him any thing more, when 
confronted by an Hundred and One Placemen, 
Penfioners, Sharpers, Flatterers, Time-ſervers 
and Slaves, furbiſhed up in /aced Coats, 
and riding in Coaches and Six, which ſhall 


be maintained out of the Shoils of their Coun- 
| try, 
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try, if they are paid for at all; for then your 
Good and Courtly Ju DGE, may obſerve 
to the Juky, (moſt probably a packed one) 
that the Witneſſes for the Subject were indeed 
Gentlemen of Figure and Fortune ; but that the 
Witneſſes for the Crown were alſo GENTLE“ 
MEN of Figure and Fortune; and that the 
Subject had produced no more than an Hun- 
dred Witneſſes; whereas the Crown had pro- 
duced an DUnv2ed and One; and the Crown 
having by One a Majority of Vitneſſes, they 
ought, according to the Doctrine of Number, 
to bring in their Verdict in Favour of the 
Crown, Therefore, I ſay, in this, or in any 
of the abovementioned Caſes, you mult pur 
ſue the Time-ſerving, corrupt, and partial 
Jupce, with an unwearied and never: failing 
Vigour and Reſolution; petitioning your faith- 
ful Repreſentatives in Parliament, to brin 
the obnox1ous and deteſtable Wretch to the 715 
Tribunal of the Houſe of Peers; from whoſe 
impartial Judgments, the ſevereſt Puniſhments 
known to our Laws and Conſtitution, will 
certainly be inflicted on the vile Offender ; 
though indeed far inferior to the Deſerts of 
the leaſt of ſuch atrocious Crimes, the ade- 
quate Puniſhment of which, is out of the 
Reach of all human Wiſdom and Power ; and 
muſt be reſerved for the all- juſt Tribunal of 
Heaven at the laſt Day; there to receive their 
full and deſerved Reward, from that Impar- 
tial and Righteous Judge, whoſe Wildom only 
4s infinite to contrive, and whoſe Power is 
| 1 only 
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only infinite to execute an adequate Vengeance, 
in that outer Darkneſs aſſigned by the irre- 
vocable Decree of the Almigbiy and Immut- 
able Gop for the Wicked; where there is 
Weeping and Gnaſbing of Teeth ; and where 


the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quench- 
ed, 


The good Biſhop LAT IMR, in a Sermon 
before King EpwAR PD the Sixth, delivers 
himſelf thus: © I wil ſpeak no more of 
e ſcala Cæli, but I am ſure this is /cala In- 
« fern; the right way to Hell is to be coue- 
* tous, to take Brybes and peruert Juſtice. 
* If a Judge ſhould aſke me the Way to Hell, 
% ſhould ſhewe hym thys Way. Firſt let 
* hym be a couetouſe Man, let hys Heart be 
* poiſoned with Couetousnes, let hym go a 
« lytle further and take Brybes, and peruert 
« Judgement. Loo, here is the Mother, and 
* the Daughter, and the Daughter's Daugh- 
* ter. Avarice is the Mother: ſhe bryngs 
* fourth Brybetaking, and Brybetaking per- 
* uerting of Judgement, these lackes a fourth 
« thyng to make up the Meſſe, which fo 
% God helpe me, if I were Judge ſhould be 
Hangum Tuum, a Tiburne Tippet to take 
_ & wyth hym, and it wher the Judge of the 
* Kinges Bench, my Lord Chiefe Judge of 
England, and it were my Lord Chancellour 
* hymſelte to Tiburne with hym. 


« 80 
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« & So thys Woman was Diues, ſhe was a 
e Rych 2 ſhe held her Lands by the 
or Sheriffes Noſe, he was a Gentleman of a 
te long Noſe. Such a Cup, ſuch a Couer. 
* She would not depart from her own. Thys 
“ Sheriffe was a couetouse Man, a or 
* Man, the Judge at the enpanalyng the Gueſt 
* had hys grave lookes, and charged them 
e with thys. It was the Kinges Matter, loke 
e well upon it. When it makes for their Pur- 
te poſe they have the King, the King in theyr 
© mouthes. Well ſomewhat + there was, 
te there was walking of Angelles between them. 
e I would with that I of ſuch a Judge in 
England now, we might have the || Skin 
| changed 


® Between theſe Paſſages, the good old Divine relates how 
this High Woman was convicted by a corrupt Judge; and 
how a Rich Man, for the ſake of his Riches, was impriſoned 
at Rome; and draws a Compariſon between the two Caſes. 


+ [There was a Walking of Angelles between them] Angels 
was a Coin current in thoſe Days. By which the Biſhop 
means, the Sheriff had Bribed the Judge. 


t [OF ſuch a Fudge in England new) This Expreſſion im- 
plies, there was, at that Time, ſuch a corrupt Judge; and was 
certainly meant of that Fudge, who had ſuffered himſelf to be 
corrupted by the Sheriff. 


- | [The Skin hanged up] This certainly alludes to the Story 

of Cambyſes, who ordered the Skin of a ticked Fudge to be ſlript 
off, and hung upon the Bench of Juſtice, as a Caution to his 
Son, to whom he gave his Pf, and to all ſucceeding Judges. 
Whoever conſiders this crying Sin of Partiality in a Judge. 
muſt allow this Puniſhment, however levere, t to be moſi juſt 
and proper. = 
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e hanged up: it wer a goodly Signe, the 
“ Signe of the Judge's Skin. It ſhould be 
Lats Wyfe to all Judges that ſhould follow 
& after. bye thys Ye may Perceiue it is poſ- 
<* ſible for a Man to anſwere for hymſelfe, 
“ and be arraigned at the Barre, and never- 
e theleſs to have wrong, Yea, ye ſhall have 
* it in fourme of Law, and yet have wrong 
too.“ | 


* 


Mayſler Hugh Latimer's Sermon preached April 
5th, 1549, before K. Edward VIth, in the 
Preaching Place in the Palace of W:tminſter, 
{I ſuppoſe this Preaching Place was St Ste- 
phen's Chapel] See Folio 62 of the Sever Ser- 

: mon preached by that great Divine before 

that Prince the ſame Vear, and printed in 1562 


I have now, Peoſterity ! pointed out to you 
ſuch Symptoms of Danger, as at preſent occur 
to me, to thoſe great and ineſtimable Privi- 
leges, of being determined in all Matters con- 
cerning Life, Liberty and Property, before 
impartial and upright Judges, and by a Jury 
of Twelve honeſt, ſenſible Men, your Equals, 
capable of judging of the Matter (whatever it 
be) referred to their Judgments; and I have 
alſo pointed out ſuch wholeſome and ſovereign 
Remedies, as the Laws and Conſtitution of the 
Land have put into your Hands ; which will, 
if any of thoſe Symptoms ſhould ever appear, 
'by an early and timely Application, through 
the Bleſing of Almighty God, effectually pre- 
vent thoſe fatal Conſequences that would ine- 
vitably follow thoſe Symptoms, under a tame, 

| 5 unmanly 
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unmanly, and ſhameful Negligence. For as 
the invincible Virtue and Courage of your re- 
nowned Forefathers, have taught aſpiring and 
wicked Men, the Weakneſs, Folly and Vanity, 
of attempting the Liberties of this Country, 
by open Force and Violence; you may be 
morally certain, that for the Future, they will 
have recourſe to the meaner Arts of Cunning 
and Treacbery ; and endeavour by the Help of 
— Judges and Sheriffs, packed Furies, 
and falſe Witneſſes of FIQUze and Fortune; 
to ſap and undermine, and to blow up with 
White Gun-powaer ; that excellent Conſtitution, 

which hitherto has ſtood frm and unburt, 
amidſt all the moſt violent Aſſaults of open 
Force, 


And here permit me to repeat the Advice 
I gave you in a former Treatiſe upon this Sub- 
ject. That, whenever you ſhall diſcover any 
flagrant Attempt upon the Rights of one ſingle. 
Briton ; you will make his Cauſe the Cauſe. 
of the Nation ; which it will moſt certainly 
be. Nor can you do this better, than by 
Backing his Addreſſes to the 7. hrone, or Peti- 
tions to Parliament, with Addreſſes or Peti- 
tions in his Behalf of your own, from every 
County, every City, and every Corporation i in 
the Kingdom; and likewiſe by aiding him in 
his Suits depending in the Courts of Juſtice, 
by Voluntary Subſcriptions, when the Charges 
of the Lato ſhall exceed the Bounds of his 
Fortune, — Paſt Experience evidently ſhews 


the 
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the irreſiſtable Power of a National Unanimity 
in Addreſſing the Throne; and Petitioning the 
Parliament; in oppoſition to Miniſterial At- 
tempts upon Liberty. Two remarkable In- 
ſtances of which have happened in my Memo- 
ry : For to that National Unanimity in this 
Legal and Conjiitutional Method of Oppoſ- 
ing, were alone owing both the Defeat of a 
moſt wicked Scheme to enſlave this Country, 
by the Introduction of a General Excrse , 
and the Deliverance of the Chriſtian Religion, 
together with this whole Iſland, and all it 
contains, out of the Hands of mercileſs and un- 
relenting JEws. And the ſame National Una- 
nimity, carried on in the fame Legal and Con- 
 ftitutional Way, upon all proper Occaſions, I 
think, muſt ever prove ſucceſsful ; ſince it can 
fcarce fail to make the moſt audacious and 
intrepid Invader of your Rights, — Turn 
Pale, — Tremble and ſtand Agaſt. Yet, excel- 
lent and ſovereign as the Antidotes J have pre- 
ſcribed are againſt Slavery, you may as well be 
without them, if you want Spirit to apply 
them upon all proper Occaſions. In that Caſe, 
the Difference between an abſelute Prince, and 
one who aims to be ſuch, would be only this: 
The Firſt is already ab/olute, the Other may 
very ſoon becomeſo. What will all the whole- 
ſome Preſcriptions of the Phyfictan avail the 
ſick Man, if he lights them? Or the Doſes of 
the Apothecary, if he only ſets them by in his 
Window, and neglects to take them? What 
can ever be the Spring of a Negligence ſo diſ- 


honourable, 
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honourable, ſo dangerous, and ſo unwarranta- 
ble? Can it ever be a Diſregard for Liberty ? 
A Diſregard for that Liberty, the Price of 
which was the Blood of your Forefatbers; 
which, at different Times, has manured al- 
moſt all the Plains of Britain? Can it 
ever ariſe from your Inſen/ibility- of Danger 
from a mean and flaviſh Cowardice? This 
can never be, this ſurely, Britons, is im- 
poſſible ! _—— For of what ſhould you be 
afraid? Will you be afraid, only to Ad- 
dreſs the. Throne, and to petition the Par- 
lament, which you are authorized to do 
by the Laws of the Land, for the Preſerva- 
tion of that Liberty, for which your Great 
Forefathers bravely Fought, and bravely 
Died? Of what then ſhould you be afraid? 
A King cannot eat you up. — If ever ſuch a 
total Want of Courage ſhould debaſe you, your 
Ideas of Kings, muſt ſurely reſemble thoſe 
which are entertained by Children of Giants; 
whom they believe able to make but one Mor- 
ſel of a Man, and to ſwallow him down 
whole at one Gulp. But take my Word for 
it, the limited Kings of this Country, when 
under the watchful Eyes of a Yirtuous and 
Valiant People, . jealous of their Liberties, and 
reſolved to defend them; and under the pro- 
per Reſtraint of an Independent, Faithful and 
Wiſe Parliament; are no ſuch very terrible 
Things. Therefore be of good Courage ; 
watch for Slavery in her firſt Approach, and 
ſtop her in her firſt, Stage: For Slave- 


. 
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xy, like her Parent the * Devil, will always 
fly from thoſe, that reſiſt her. Fearleſs then, 
as often as Occaſion requires, Addreſs: the 
Throne—Petition Parliamenti—and be Free. 


But remember, Poſerity that Virtue is 
the Soul of Liberty, and that Religion is the 
Soul of Virtue: and therefore, to ſee a People, 
whoſe Virtue is departed, exert the Powers 
inveſted in them by their Laws, for the De- 
fence of Liberty; would be to the full as great 
a Miracle; as if a rotten Carcaſs, the Relick 
of a departed Soul; ſhould riſe up, and, un- 
Animated byits former Inhabitant, perform the 
ordinary Functions of Life. So that if you 
will be Free, you muſt be Virtuous; and if you 
will be Virtuous,; you mult be Rel gicus. Let 
me then molt ſeriouſiy and earneſtly recommend 
to you, the earlieſt and moſt careful Inſtruc- 
tion of Youth, in the Belief of Gop and the 
Chriſtian Religion; and to train up your Chil- 
Aren from the Cradle in the conſtant Practice 

of that comprehenſive and perfect Syſtem of 
„ which is only to be found in the 
New. Teſiament, A ſmall Volume indeed; but 
an ample and compleat Rule of Life. A 
Rule ſo ample and compleat, that no one 
Thing can be added to it, for the further Ad- 
vancement of human Nature, towards the 
Fare of ho e and no one Thing 


Can 


| * Submit yourſelves therefore to God; 07 f the Devil and 
be will flee frow yot.” James iv. 7. 
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can be omitted, without leaving Man in a Con- 
dition far below what the Dignity of his Na- 
fure is capable of, A Rule ſo ample and com- 
pleat, that it is exactly adapted to the great 
and benevolent End of its Inſtitution, the uni- 
verſal Happineſs of Mankind; and, therefore 
equally adapted to the meaneſt Capacity, and 
the brighteſt Genius; and equally gory 
upon all. The Learned and the Unlearned, 
the Rich and the Poor, the Prince and the 
Beggar, being alike bound to the Practice of 
its Precepts ; which forbid Intemperance and 
Luxury, Deceit and Fraud, Vanity and Pride, 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs, Oppreſſion, Vio- 
lence and Cruelty, and all thoſe other Vices, 
which debaſe our Nature; and have ever been 
the Bane of Liberty, and the Dœun- fall of 
Free States. And on the contrary, enjoins, 
Sobriety and Temperance, Sincerity and Honefſ- 
ty, Simplicity and Humility, Moderation and 
Contentment, Love and Charity, Benevolence 
and Humanity, Peace, Mercy and Juſtice, 
Faith and Confidence in Gop; the Honour, 
Fear and Love moſt juſtly due to Him; and a 
ſtrict Obedience to his holy Laus, and the 
ſeveral Duties, which we owe ta our Governors, 
to our Country, to our Neighbours, and to our- 
ſelves ; and all the Virtues, which raiſe and 
improve our Nature, and are the only -/olid 
Foundations of Government and Liberty. 


At the ſame Time that you inſtruct Nou 
n the Principles of Rara. be ſure likewiſe 


to 
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to inſtruct them in thoſe of Liberty. Con- 
ſtantly diſplay all her Beauties, and place the 
lovely Object before their Eyes; that ſne may 
Captivate their Souls ; and "that the inceſſant 
Contemplation of her Charms, may 
— tender Hearts, with ſuch deep Impreſ- 

ons, as Time ſhall never be able to deface. 
Teach them, that Liberty is Religion; the 
Chriſtian Religion; the Religion in which 
they are inſtructed and — up. Teach 
them, that ſhe is of an ineſtimable Price; that 
the greateſ Pomp and Splendor ; the bi gheſt 
Titles, the Mines of- Peru and Mexico, and 
all the Wealth of the vaſt Globe, are nothing 
in Compariſon with her : Teach them, that 
next to Religion, and a good Conſcience, Li- 
berty is the choiceſt Git, the moſt exquiſite 
Blſing that Gop vouchſafes to Man on this 
Side the Grave; that they ought to cheriſh 
ber, and to honour and reſpect her, as the be- 
loved Favourite of HE aven: Teach them, that 
without HER, Life is but a dead Weight, 'and 
a grievous Burthen; and therefore, that Life, 
and Fortune, and whatever elſe is dear to them, 
and valuable in their Eſteem, ought readily, 
and chearfully to be lacrificed 1 in her DEFENCE ; 3 
for that ö 


i Day; an Hour of virtuous s L1BeRTY, 
« Is worth a whole Eternity in Bondage.” 


- Farther, Let the Gentry form their Notions 
| or: GovernMENT and L1BERTY in general, 
| upon 


ike 
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upon the Excellent Writings of Mr Sypxzy 
and Mr Lock; and their Notions of the 
ExcLIsH GOVERNMENT and ENGLISH LI- 
BERT I ES upon the Hiſtories and Laws of EnG- 
WAND; Which therefore, I recommend to 
their diligent ſtudy. And as every BriToN 
has. the Happineſs to be born Fres ; and has 
an inherent Right in the Laws and LIBEERTIES 
of his Country; I recommend to every Shop- 
keeper, Artificer, Precbolder and Farmer. in 
the Gees a Bible, a Compleat Hiſtory f 
England, Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights, 
and the AF of Setilment; and I adviſe them, 
in the Winter Evenings, when the Labours of 
of the Day ate over, to Intru# their Fami- 
lies as Chriſtians, with à Portion of Scriptare; 
and as Engliſtimen, with a Portion of 'Englifh 
Hiſtory, and a Portion of Magna Charta, the 
Bill of Rights, and the Act of Settlement; and 
never to let an Evening flip, without a Para- 
grafh out of one, or other of the three laſt; 
by which Means there will be few ih the Na- 
tion ghacquainted with their NATive RIGHTS, 
aud the Legal Method of defending them; r- 
unacquainted with the wicket Attempts of? 
fortner Times upon LrBexty ; and the 7a!- 
tant Reſſſtance made to thoſe Attempts by 
theit FoxrraTHtRrs. By which they cannot 
fail to ĩmbibe a Deteſtation and Horror of Ser- 
vitude, and to be excitedto an Imitation of their 
Vir x, ſo far as to employ alt Legal asd Con- 
fiitutional Methods in the Defence bf their 
LI1BERTFEs ; as often as they ſhall be invided, 
WW -3 q\, ++ i 3904S | 3 », 5 And 


4 1 
And that they who cannot afford to purchaſe 

a compleat Hiſtory of England, may attain 
ſome 3 of their 3 and of the 
means to defend them legally; I ptopoſe the 
Printing of thoſe three eſſential Laws, Magna 
Cbarta, the Bill of Rights and the Act of Set- 
tlement ; which are the Compacts between the 
CRownN and the PEoPLE, and upon which all 
the LiBERTIEs of their Country chiefly hang, 
upon 2 Paper, for cheapneſs, but cor- 
rectly printed, in a ſmall Pocket Volume, for 
the Uſe of the Poor. And this I propoſe, be- 
cauſe the unhappy Mortal, who is forced to 
beg his daily Bread from Door to Door, has 
an equal Right to the LiBgrT1Es of his 
Country, and the Protection of the . Laws, 
with the greateſt PEER of the RrALM. And 

as Moss of old exhorted the Children of 

4 IsRAEL concerning the Laws of Gop delivered 
=. to that NaTion; fol, with all the Warmth 
and Zeal of a truly Engliſh Heart, exhort you 
concerning the Px EPs of CHRISTIANITY, 
the LiszrTi1Es, and the Laws of ExnGLAnD; 
eſpecially the eſſential Laws abovementioned. 
«* To teach them diligently unto thy Children, 
<« and talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine 
« Houſo, and when thou walkeſt by the Way, 
& and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
<« riſeſt up. Thou ſhalt bind them for a Sign 
e upon thine Hand, and they ſhall be as Front- 
& lets between thine Eyes, and thou ſhalt 
* write them upon the Poſts of thine Houle, 
« and on thy Gates.” Deut. vi. 7, 8, 9. N 


K* * 


A PeoPLE thus inſtructed, and thus exer- 
ciſed in the Principles and Practice of RI i- 
G10N and LIBERTY, will be impregnably for- 
tified againſt the meſt ſurious Attacks of the 
r . 


Then ſhall the CRLESTIAL STT ERS, Rar T- 
GION. and LIBER TV, arrayed in glorious MA- 
JESTY, and irreſiſtable Power, range uncon- 
trolled throughout the Land, ſhedding benign 
Influences as they paſs on every Spot of this 
fair IsLAND. „„ mw 


O PosTrrITY! TRESAE tfrinGs then do, 
without Intermifſion; from Generation to Ge- 
neration; and you will ſurely draw down 
from (Heaven, upon your honeſt Efforts in 
the Gvod Old Cauſe of: LykerTy, the Bleſſings 
of Gop the Omnipotent, the- infinitely wiſe 
and gracious" SovEREIiGN'OF THE Univer. 
Then you can never fall; but ſhall, under the 
Su apow of his all- protecting WI xe, remain 
2 Fxxx and Hayey Prorik, as long as the 
Son ſhall remain to rule Rule the Bay, 
and the Moon to Rule the Night.” 
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POSTSCRIPT 
TO PosTERITY. 


E I your Jvdors remember the terrible but 
7 juſt Puniſhments inflicted upon their corrupt 
and praſtitute Predeceſſors in former Times. 


Let them never forget, how in the Reign of 
Edward the Firſt, the Jupces were, for their, 
corrupt and illegal Practices, fined to the amount 
of 100,000 Marks ; a vaſt Sum in thoſe Days. 
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Let” them never forget; how the Jupots, in 
the Reign of Ricbarũ the Second, were, for their 


3 illegal Practices, arreſted upoh the 
Bench in Weſtminſter-Hall ; and how by Sentence 


of Parlinment, they were condemned ta be drawn , 
and hanged as Tray Tons; their Heirs diſinberited, 
their Lands and Tenements; Goods.and Chattels, to 
be e to the King ; and though their Lives 
were begged, yet cell Sale, Real an Perſbnal, 
wete Forfeited, and Sentence of Death changed into 
Inpriſonment: except with reſpect to the Lok 
Cnitr Jusrick TRESILIAN, he Was drawn 
upon a Hurdle to Ty BURN, and there HAN OED. 


N. B. The ſame Sentence paſſed upon John 
Locłton, the King's Serjeant; and upon Thomas 
Uﬀ, the Under-Sheriff of Middleſex ; who packed 
the Jury that found the Bill againſt the Lords. Let 


SHERIFFS and their Accomplices remember that. 
Let 
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Let your Juposs alſo never forget the deſer ved 
Fate of Eursox and DuplEY; who were behead- 
ed for training the Laws, puniſhing a Jux for 
not giving a Verdict agreeable to them, and for 
other illegal and oppreſſive Ads; and of Lorp 
BACON, Lox D CHIET Jus ric FINCH, and 
Lord Chir JusTice JEFFRIES; and of all 
thoſe Jupcts who have, for their Corruption and 
Violence, drawn, down upon their Heads the Juſt 
Judgments of your virtuous Progenitors: The 
Severity of which, will, when continually, revolved 
in their Minds, terrify the Wicked, and reſtrain 
them within the Bounds of Law, Clemency, Mo 
ration and Fuftice; and will furniſh the Good, 
with a fair Excuſe, for not complying with the 
unlawful and arbitrary Injunctions of Princess 
.and, embolden them, whenever they receive any 
ſuch, to make the ſame honeſt, and ſturdy reply, 
, which the upright Jupoxs, in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, made to that Queen, upon a like Occa- 
lion; as we are told by the moſt learned Author of 
* The Security of Engliſhmens Lives, or the Truſt, 
* Power, and Duty of the Grand Juries of Eng- 
land; who quotes the Caſe of R. Covent, 
© in Anderſon's Reports, P. 152, and 155, and 
* ſays, the JupGes told the Quein, and her Coun- 
* ſellors, + They were by the Puniſhment of former 
% Jupces, eſpecially Emeson and Dupl Ex, deter- 
&* red from obeying ber illegal Commands.” The 
. *. Queen had ſent ſeveral Letters under her Signet; 
great Men had preſſed them to obey her Patents 
under the Great Seal; and the Reaſons of their 
Diſobedience being required, they anſwered, 
% That the Queen herſelf, and the Fudges bad taken 
* an Oath to keep the Laus; and if they ſhould 
| ©. obey ber Commands, the Laus would not war- 
„rant them, and they ſhould therein break their 
* Oath, to the Offence of God, and their C ; 
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* and the Commonwealth, wherein they were born: 
« and ſay they, If ce had no Fear of Go, yet the 
&« Examples, and Puniſhments of others before us, 
* obo did offend the Laws, do remember and re- 
« call us from the like Offence.” Security of 
Engliſhmens Lives, Page 108. 
I have never had the good Fortune to meet with 
this incomparable Book, ti!l after this Pamphlet 
was ſent to the Preſs, If I had I ſhould certainly 
have given it a Place in the Body of it, together 
with Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights, and the 
Ad of Settlement. I therefore write this Poft- 
cript, chiefly to recommend the Reprinting it, 
and Binding it together with thoſe three eſſential 
Laws which will very little enhance the Price. 
And then let every Bzx1rTox, who can ſpare ſo 
ſmall a Sum, make them his conſtant Poctet- Com- 
panions. This little Book explains the whole Duty 
of Grand Juries, the high Importance of them to 
every individual Perſon in the Kingdom, as the Life 
and Safety of all depends upon them. It alfo 
ſhews their Independency upon Judges; explains 
the Duiy and Power of Judges, and not only of 
Judges, but of Kings; and is a full Account of 
that moſt eſſential Part of the Engliſh Conſtitution, 
upon which all our other Liberties depend. It is 
like wiſe a very entertaining Book, being wrote in 
à clear and maſter]y Stile: For Gop's, and for 
your Counimy's ſake, reprint this Book; bind it 
up with Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights and the 
Ad of Settlement, and make them your conſtant - 
Companions, your daily Study, and your never-ceaſ- 


in Care, 


